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cheerfully leave my constituents to approve or 
condemn my course. This was the very necessity 


to institute governments for the Northwestern 
Territory, a8 there was nota particle of power in 
the Articles of Confederation upon the subject, and 
which, in the opinion of Mr. Madison, justified 
their action; and ut is the inevitable consequence, in 
the opinion of Judge Marshall, where he deduces 
the right, or rather the duty, of Government from 
the power of acquisition, It was a similar neces- 
sity, growing out of the circumstances of the 
country, which induced Mr. Jefferson to assent to 
the completion of the arrangements for the acqui- 


the Constitution for the act. 
Now, sir, as your power is founded upon the 
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sition of Louisiana, while he saw no warrant in | 


necessity of the case, it should be carried no 

further than that necessity requires. It is govern- 

ment which is necessary fo the territories, not 

congressional legisiation ove their internal con- 

cerns; and we should therefore stop at the former, 

and leave the latter to the people. To show that 

there is not the slightest necessity for Congress to 

act the part of a territorial legislature, it is enough 

to say they have never done so. The territo- 

ries have always legislated for themselves, and | 
the few cages of interference with their internal 

concerns, by Congress; to be found upon the 

siatute books, were useless and unnecessary ex- 

ceptions, which but the more forcibly establish 

thegeneral principle. The territories have always 
been found competent to legislate for themselves, 
and life, liberty, and property have been as well 
protected there as elsewhere. Then, where the 
necessity ceases, your aciion should cease. 

My views on another point being misunder- 
stood, | will briefly refer to them. My doctrine 
was, and is, that the people of the terriories have 
aright to legislate for themselves. 1 wasspeaking 
formedy of territories organized into political 
communities by the action of Congress, and the 
process by which { deduced this attribute of seif- 
govemment [ have just explained. But, sir, 
where the United States refuse or neglect to insti- 
tute governments for new acquisitions, | hold it 
to be the right of the people to provide govern- 
ments for themselves. [ do not intend to argue 
that point with any man. He who does not teel 
and acknowledge that clear right of self-preserva- 
tion as inherent in every community, when ne- 
giected by its sovereign, if it have one, entertains 
views so different from mine on the great question 
of haman rights, that we have no common ground 
on which to argue. So far | agree fully with 
the doctrine advanced by the President, in his 
message, that communities thus situated have the 
right to provide for their own government, though 
I dissent totally from the recoummendation to leave 
them in that condition. 

The honorable Senator from Mississippi [Mr. 
Davis] says we are sovereign, and thence seeks to 
deduce powers from that relation. And, sir, we 
are sovereign—that is, we the people. But if 
there are rights of sovereignty, there are also du- 
es of sovereignty. That relation is not all on 
one sile. These duties we ought to fulfill, and, if 
we do not, the people must fulfill them for them- 
selves. My honerable friend asks whether all 
men have a — to form a government. Mr. 
President, in the application of great principles 
you must not expect to find a definite boundary, 
a wall, in fact, to which a man may go, and where 

must stop. Moral questions run into each 
other, and, like day and nizht, it is often difficult 
to tell where one begins and the other ends. It is 
very clear that one man cannot establish a govern- 
ment, politically so called, though be may govern 
himself. It is equally clear that one ms of 
ao do so. Where the practical line shall 

fawn is & question appealing to the circum- 
Stances of the case, and to the common sense of 
mankind, But he who undertakes to measure 


human ri by the and the ll 
800n wid he Tedline Gan ry attes, feaeneed he 
Teach, and which has eluded many a mightier 
grasp than " I repeat, this is a question 
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of cMfhmon sense, and I suppose the descendants || to admit, power to exclude, as well as power io say 
of the erew of the Bounty, who necupy Piteairn’s 
Island, and amount, | think, to about one hundred 
and thirty, have just as much right, in the eyes of || 
God and man, to provide for theirown government, 

ax have the two hundred millions who form the | 
Chinese Emnire, now our neighbor on the Pacific. 


pasition if the honorable Senator from Michigan | 


will allow me. 


small or great number of persons, being without 
government, could not take such measures as 
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that the territorial legislature may do one or the 
| other; for neither ean be exercised hut by virtne 
of full jurisdiction. The power of Congress over 
the public territory, which, as Judge Story has it, 
‘is clearly exclusive and universal, and is subject 
| te no control'’—if this power can extend beyond 
| the necessity, it is without limitation and law. 
It is contended by many southern gentlemen 
| that the right to take slaves to the territories ia a 
| right secured by the Constitution, and which, of 
| course, no legislation can restrain. Opinions differ 
| upon this subject. But there is one mode of set- 
tling it amicably and satisfactorily to which we 
their condition required to govern themselves. It | can all agree, and that is, by referring it to the 
was not, for example, that a vessel being wrecked | Supreme Cour:, the great umpire in constitutional 
upon a desert coast, its crew could not adopt, queations, and an umpire in which the whole coun- 
among themselves, certain rules which should be | try has confidence. If, however, this doctrine is 
binding upon each other. But it was, that their || the true one, slavery can be carried to these terri- 
action must be subordinate to the soverignty pre- || tories, independent of our action, and the legista- 
vailing over the coast on which they were cast. || tures will have the right te protect it. The bill 
That whenever the country to which the territory | grants to these legislatures jurisdiction over all 
helonged found that crew and extended its author- | rightful objects of legislation, subject to the pro- 
ity over them, their legislation must be subordi- || visions of the Constitution. By omitting both 
nate to its sovereignty, and any rule which im- | amendmends and the prohibition, the subject is 
paired the rights of the owner, or violated his || fully open to the claims of the South, if supported 
fundamental law, would be null and void. Now, || by the Constitution, and slavery is a rightful sub- 
in this case, suppose that five men, or five hun- || ject of legislation, and may be protected, but not 
dred, adopted a government for themselves, it || excluded by the territorial legislature. 
would be binding upon them, but its obligation || If, as the honorable Senator from Louisiana 
could not extend further, certainly not so far as to || [Mr. Downs] says, the people of the territories 
make their temporary necessity sanctify an ag- || are opposed to slavery, you cannot make them 
gression upon the right of the sovereign power of || legislate in favor of it, and the effort, if made, 
the State unon whose land they trespass. would be unsuccessful. But if slavery may go to 
Mr.CASS. [am happy to find that the honora- || the territories, by virtue of the Constitution, what 
ble Senator and myself agree as to the impropriety || right have you to prohibit the territorial legisla- 
of measuring human rights by numbers. Now, as || tures from expressly providing for its acimission, 
to the rights of sovereignty, which he invokes, | || by positive legislation, and from passing any laws « 
have stated what I consider the true position. If || they r:ay think proper to favor its introduction 
the sovereign fulfills his duty by providing govern- || and protection? 
ments for remote communities over which he || One more remark, sir, in relation to this subject, 
ho!ds dominion, there is no difficulty in the case. || The distinguished Senator from South Carolina 
I agree fully with him that such governments || [Mr. Burier] said, if | understood him correctly, 
should be obeyed. But that is not our inquiry. || thathe wished the amendment of the Senator from 
Our duty hag not been fulfilled. Our acquisitions || Mississippi, because he desired to have this right 
are neglected by us, ard, so far as respects our ac- || of protection repeated in the law, lest the people 
tion, they are in the very condition of the inhabit- || might disregard the Constitution. Now, sir, this 
ants of Pitcairn’s island, or of any other waif upon || is a work of supererogation, | trust, we shall never 
the great political sea, What protects the Mor- || do. ‘There is no need, nor is it uny part of our 
mon settlement in the great Salt Valley buttheirown || duty to reénact the Constitution. That great in- 
voluntary association? And are they to be told || strument would gain no farce from our legislation. 
that they have no right to provide for their very || If that were disregarded, surely we could expect 
existence, because there is a government claiming || little benefit from our interference. 
their sovereignty, bat-utterly regardless of its du- Now, sir, the distinguished Senator from Mas- 
|| sachusetts will permit me to ask him why a terri+ 


ties, three thousand miles from their residence? | 

That will not do, in thisage of the world. There || tory should not be allowed to legislate for ieelf 

is nosuch despotism in a mere word, no such con- || over all its concerns ? 

sequence from an abstraction. | wish we could || Mr. WEBSTER. Because the law does not 

substitute the word independence for sovereignty. || give them authority. ty 

It would expres quite as well our relation to the || Mr. CASS. My question is, why it should 

rest of the world, and it would save as many a met- || not be allowed the control over this subject as 

aphysieal declaration of power unknown to the || well as any other. 

Constitution. But | agree that this right to estab- || Mr. WEBSTER. I will tell the gentieman. Be- 

lish governments wy the inhabitants themselves, || cause it is not an astablished permanent govern-. 

who are left without any, is a temporary one, and || ment. It has too much connection, and is too 

that it ceases as soon as the superior government || much under the patronage of this Governmenz, 

fulfills its duty by providing for one of the first |} and especially on the subject of slavery. 1 do not 

wants of socrety. || wish to see the slavery question agitated in the 
Now, with respect to the amendments. I shall |) territories while the governor is appointed by this 

i] while the judges are all appointed 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 


I will state my 


Mr. CASS. Certainly; with great pleasure. 
Me. DAVIS. My position was not that a 


| 
j 
| 
| 








vote against them both, and then | shall vote in fa || Government, 
vor of striking out the restriction in the bill upon || by this Government, while they have not an inde- 
the power of the territorial governments. 1 shall || pendent character like the States of thie Union. 
do so upon this ground. I was opposed, as the || This is my answer. 

honorable Senator from Kentucky has declared he | Now, if the honorable gentleman will allow me 
was, to the insertion of this prohibition by the || one word, 1 will tell him the whele issue, the whole 
committee. Lconsider it inexpedient and uncon- || difference between him and myself. Ee read, I 
stitutional. | have already stated my belief that || think, an extract from the Nicholson letter, im 
the rightful, power of internal legislation in the || which he said that the Government was in duty 
territories bel to the people. You have the || bound to protect the territories, leaving to the 
right to govern, but not to legislate for them—the || people of the territories all that concerns their do- 
doctrine fer which our fathers cantended, and || mestic interests. If the honorable member will 
which brought about our separation from England. || add, so far as they are permitted by the Conatien- 
But, sir, how ist possible to vote for this interdict tion, prescribed for them by Congress, he wiil 
without conceding the constitutional right of Con- || speak like a lawyer, like an American stateeman, 
greas to pass the Wilmot proviso? 2 ean || and according to the practice of this Government 
only insert this clause upon the assumption that || from the adoption of the Constitutson. 

they have full power over the territories—power || Mr. CASS. Ido not desire to epeak so much 


oe 
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like « lawyer as like an American Senator, who 
believes the powers of this Government are to be 
found in the Constitution, and who believes also 


in the rights of man. There is many a great | 


qneation not to be found in the law reports. The || the domestic forum. 


exact line between all the provisions which belong 
fairly to the power to organize governments—such 
| as the appointment of officers, the qualification of 
voters, and the like, and the rights that belong to 
It is enough to say, that if 


honorable Senator from Massachusetts is willing || the power to regulate the condition of master and 
to give to the territorial legislature jurisdiction over t| servant does not belong to the latter, nothing 8; 


ail the concerns of life, over all the domestic rela- | 
tions but one, over the whole system of policy which |. 
is to mark the future character of ths community, || may be proper. 


as to the judges, their decisions may be ca to 
the Supreme Court, and reversed or affirmed, as 
And, so far as respects the gov- 


but one he would except, because the territories || ernor, I do not believe there was ever one yet who 


are under the control of the General Government. | 


Let me ask him if he supposes this Government, 
be it administered by whom it may, is going to 
interpose, if it could, in the subject of slavery in 
the territories ? 

Mr. WEBSTER. The gentleman begs the 
question. we den 
many powers. There were many territories, in 
ovr history, where they were obliged to send up 


their laws for revision till they became States. || 


Many were obliged to send up certain laws for 
revision. The gentleman begs the question when 
hefsays I allow the territorial authority over every 
subject but one. I allow no authority but what is 
given by an act of Congress, under which they are 
formed. 


Mr. CASS. The gentleman will allow me to || 


say, and I have a right to say it, as I have lived 


under a territorial government a large portion of || 


my life, that he is in error when he supposes that 
the restriction of the powers of these legislatures, 
as to the questions of a strictly domestic charac- 


tion. 


could control the territorial legislation; and it is a 


1 poor compliment to the enterprising and intelligent 
|| men who emigrate to these new regions to attribute 


i} to them such an influence. 


I will tell the gentleman that we deny | 


My confidence is 
mye 2 in the people, whether they live in a State 
| or a Territory. 


Mr. BERRIEN. There is, as it occurs to me, 


}an answer to the question of the Senator from 


templated to be introduced into this bill. That 
| inquiry, | understand to be, why, if all other do- 


|| mestic relations are within the scope of legislative 
|| authority, that of the master and slave should not 


clearly within this rule, and this was a prohibi- | 


tion against banking, introduced when there was 
a mania upon that subject, and when in fact the 
question was in some measure a general one, as 
the money of these banks went everywhere. | 


| be? ‘The answer which seems to me to be suffi- 
| cient is this: There is no diversity of opinion, no 
| diversity of interest between the different States 
in this Union, with regard to these other domestic 
| relations. The inhabitants of a territory about to 
be organized, in the condition of the one now un- 

er consideration, are composed of persons grad- 
| ually successive, emigrating from different States 


|| of the Union, with views respecting this slave in- 
ter, is a common feature of congressional legisla- | 


I recollect but one provision, which comes || 


terest which are distinct and conflicting. To invest 
the first territorial legislature which should assem- 
ble with power to control an interest in relation to 
which there is such a conflict in the different States 


|| of the Union, would be to permit a handful of 


will not speak positively, but I recollect no other | 


ease at this time—always, of course, excepting || 


the proviso now known as the Wilmot proviso. 


the territorial laws to be sent here for considera- 
tion, but of a previous restriction prohibiting the 


ject. 
when he os there is any provision requiring 
the territorial laws to be submitted to Congress, 
and to be approved by that body before going into 
operation. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I did not say that. 

Mr. CASS. I so understood the gentleman. 
These jaws are to be submitted to Congress, not 
for confirmation, but for consideration, with the 
view, | suppose, to repeal or modify such as 
might appear unconstitutional or improper. 


been exercised, and that is in relation to banking. 
l again ask why this case of slavery should be 
excepied from the jurisdiction of the territorial 
legislatures? The Senator from Massachusetts 
says we have excepted many other cases. 
repeat that he labors under a misapprehension 
upon that subject. I consider the people of a ter- 
ritory just as competent to settle this question as 
the people of a State; and [| believe a man knows 
just as much when he goes to a territory as he did 
before he went there. And I believe, further, 
that we have no territory where the American 
settlera will not exercise a preponderating influ- 
ence over all public affairs. 


it, and if they do not, they will exclude it, unless 

vented by the Constitution. The simplefques- 
tion is, why you take from them one of their 
natural rights—the right of regulating one of their 
domestic relations? The gentleman told us just now 
tiat he did notdesire to see the questivn of slavery 
agitated in the territories. Sir, this is just where I 
desire to see it agitated, if agitated it must be, as 
it will do far less » jury there than here. Why, 
then, I repeat, do you make a distinction between 
this right and anv other? 

Mr. WEBSTER. I will suggest to the henor- 
able member that we do not allow them to appoint 
their own governor or their own judges. 

Mr. CASS. I am willing to allow them to 
choose their own governors. But that is not a 
question involving the domestic relations; it is a 
politcal question. I am well aware, as I stated on 
a former occasion, that it is difficult to draw an 


\| stitute. 


The inhabitants will || 
always have a legislature which will reflect their | 
wishes; and, if they desire slavery, they will have | 





| men to decide upon conflicting interests affecting 
| the feelings and ‘interests of thirty States of this 
| Union. This population is not full; it is not per- 

manent; itis successively added to, and bdded by 


|| persons who have different interests from those 
I am speaking now, not of a provision requiring || 


who are to be invested, according to the proposi- 


|| tion of the Senator from Michigan, with the right 


: || to legislate upon this subject. 
territorial legislatures from acting upon the sub- || 


The honorable gentleman is also in error | 


Now, if the few 
persons who happen to be in a territory where a 
bill of this sort shall be passed, shal) have power 


|| to forbid the introduction of slavery into the ter- 


ritory, that small number of persons are enabled 
to decide upon the rights of a much greater num- 
| ber of citizens of the United States than tivey con- 
The inhibition once existing, no person 
| can go into the territory with interests conflicting 
| with those of the persons by whom this inhibition 
has been imposed. I think the Senator from 


|| Michigan will admit that there is a distinction 
But || 
i can recall only one case where this power has || 


between this question of domestic slavery and that 
of all other relations of life. There is a commu- 


|| nity of interest with regard to all other domestic 
| relations, existing between the different States, 


which does not exist and cannot be affirmed with 


| regard to the institution of slavery. 
But |) 


Mr. BUTLER. The difference between the 
Senator from Michigan and myself is not very im- 
portant. I have always understood the Senator 
from Michigan as maintaining the broad doctrine 
that if Congress has any power in the first in- 
stance to give the faculty, if | may use the phrase, 
to the people of a territory to legislate, from that 


|| time itis a plenary power; from that time they 


have full, unqualified, and irrevocable power to 
legislate. 

Mr. CASS. Under the Constitution. 

Mr. BUTLER. Of course, under the Constitu- 
tion; but, in all respects, they have fall, unquali- 
fied, and irrevocable power to legislate upon all 
subjects whatever; not that they have primitive 

or but when we once give the power, the 
| ave it without revocation and without control. It 
is a power hardly conferred, and which emanates 
from Congress; but when it has once emanated it 
is permanent. In other words, I have always un- 
derstood him to hold that the territorial legislature 





| 


|| has as full power as the legislature of a State could 


| have upon all such subjects. In that respect I dif- 
fer fromm him. 

Mr. DOWNS. I wish to make a remark with 
regard to the construction which has been put 
upon the letter of the honorable Senator from 

ichigan. I wish to state that | intended to put 
my own construction upon it. Certainly I did not 
intend to put that construction upon it which has 
been given by some gentlemen. lt is very true 


Michigan, which will justify the provision con- | 


I did not examine it as strictly and as close! 
might have done, because, in a political 
where we have confidence in a writer, we do no. 
examine so closely the construction which may be 
put upon all that is said as at other times. I mean, 
to say what was my construction of the language 
without intending anything disrespectful to the 
ere pet 

hile up I must express my astonishme 
the language of the Senator from HHinois, = he 
has applied it. Efe supposes that such a construc. 
tion would be to stultify the Democratic party of 
the last Congress. It may be very natural for 
some people to suppose that everything which 
does not agree with their ideas is stultification 
Other people may take a different view of the sub. 
ject. But if it should tern out now that the mem- 
bers of the Democratic party who voted in 3848 
for the Clayton compromise bill, for the very thine 
which they oppose now, it seems to me that the 
charge of staltification might as well be applied to 
the Whig as the Democratic party. The gentle. 
man from Illinois, in giving his excuse or apology 
for sanctioning this provision of the Clayton com- 
promise bill, says it was hatched up when he was 
ahsent. The Senator from [llinois hes had so 
much hatching on thgse territorial bills, it is natural 
perhaps for him to think that if the Senate should 
hatch anything when he was not present, it wou!d 
not be right. With regard to the present com- 
promise bill, I think it is one of the abiest ever got 
up, and I thought he was capable of suggesting a 
better term than “ hatching up’’ in reference to it, 
But } suppose he speaks of it in this way for a 
similar reason; because he was not one of the com- 
mittee of thirteen, and therefore he thinks it was 
hatehed up. 

This section of the bill, as it is reported by the 
committee, is taken, I believe, verbatim from the 
Clayton compromise bill, with the clause respect- 
ing stavery struck out. f was astonished, as! 
said, when I found that omission had been made, 
and | offered an amendment to restore it back to 
what it was before. 

Mr. President, lam sorry to see the course this 
debate has taken. [I am, as an honorable Senator 
said the other day, between two fires. I believed 
it was right to put this in the bill, and have been 
opposed by my southern friends for it; but now, 
when the vote is about to be taken, I find opposi- 
tion from another quarter, from the free States, 
and almost every northern man says this amend- 
rent ought not to have been put in. For this 
reason I am inclined to think it about right, and 
am more than ever disposed to adhere to it. | 
hope the Senate will decide that it shall remain. 
This debate was got up irregularly, because the 
Senator from Illinois broached a subject not em- 
braced in the amendment, and I was so much 


yas! 
Canvass, 


astonished at the remarks which were got up ona 
motion to strike out, that I felt it my duty to reply. 


Mr. CASS. Iam not entitled to a great deal 
of magnanimity, as my honorable friend supposes. 
He has misunderstood my remarks. | said | 
should vote for the restrictions, but should vote 
against all three of these Pt 

Mr. DOWNS. Then | did misunderstand the 
honorable Senator. 

And then, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENATIVES. 
Tuespay, June 4, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 

Mr. STETSON asked und obtained the unani- 
mous consent to withdraw from the files the pa- 
pers of Palmer Branch, for the purpose of re- 
ferring them to the Pension Office. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked the wnan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce a bill of 
which he had given previous notice, for the pur- 

of referring it to the proper committee. 

The title of the bill was read, as follows: 

** A bill to encourage agriculture and for other 

’ 


PNe objectio ion being made 
, 
The bill was received, twice read, and referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BAYLY called for the regular order of 
business... ! 

TheSPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the call of the committees for reports. 


ll ll i 





suggestion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
M 
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dressed the committee. He advocated the imme- 
diate, unconditional admission of California asa 

State into the Union, and the exclusion of slavery | 
from the territories. | 


—————— 
Mr. KAUFMAN. In accordance with, the 







LERNAND] yesterday, which was acquiesced 
in, | believe, by the general consent of the House, 





that the whole time, until the period fixed for the 
termination of the debate on the California mes- 
sage, should be devoted to that discussion, | move 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union for that pur- 

se. There is not a quorum present—a great 
many members are absent under the expectation 
that no business will be done—I therefore move 
to go into committee, 

Mr. BAYLY. There are a great many reports 
which ought to be made from committees. 1 hope 
the House will not go into committee. 

Mr. KAUFMAN (after some conversation ) 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, renewed the mo- 
tion. There was a general expectation (he said) 
that nothing but speaking would be done. There 
was hardly a quorum present. ¢ 

The question being put and agreed to— 


CALIFORNIA. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp in the 
chair,) and resumed the cons#deration of the Cal- 
ifornia question. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (who was 
entitled to the floor,) addressed the Committee in 
reference to the pending difficulties growing out 
of the slavery question; and an appeal to the 
candor of northern men, especially of northern 
Democrats, to settle the question in a spirit of jas- 
tice to the weaker party—the South. The Dem- 
ocratic party, he said, would have to settle the 
question; and although by the election ofa Whig 
President, it might be contended that they were re- 
lieved of the responsibility, yet, as patriots, they 
should come to the rescue. The Administration 
plan would net settle, but would rather increase 
the difficulties; Mr. Cuay’s compromise would 
not answer in its present form. The plan pro- 
posed in the Senate by the Senator from Louisiana, 
[Mr. Soure,] to admit California with her south- 
ern boundary fixed at 36° 30’, and providing for the 
creation of a territory below that line to be called 
South California, and the establishment over it of 
a territorial government—leaving for the people 
to decide the question of slavery for themselves 
when they come to be admitted as a State—was the 
only proposition on which they could all meet, and 
which would carry out the doctrine of non-inter- 
vention, which was a sound doctrine, 

Mr. T. having concluded, 

The CHAIRMAN gave the floor to 

Mr. JOHN A. KING, who addressed the com- 
mittee during the hour, in remarks which will be 
published hereafter. He spoke in advocacy of 
the admission of California into the Union with 
her present constitution and boundaries, and in 
earnest support of the adoption of the policy rec- 
onmenitad by the President in relation to the 
territories. 

Mr. BINGHAM next obtained the floor, and 
yielded for a moment to 

Mr. HOWARD, who gave notice of an amend- 
ment which he intended to offer to the compromise 
plan of Mr. McCiernanp when it came to be 
acted upon—in the following words: 

Be it further en That, with the assent of the State 
of Texas, the following shall be the southern boundary of 
New Mexico east of the Rio Grande : eee at that 
poimton the Salt Fork of Red River where the lv@th par- 
allel of longitude crosses the same, and thence to the point 
Where the 34ih degree of North latitude intersects the Rio 
Grande. Thatia consideration for the territory hereby trans- 
ferred by the State of ‘Texas, the United States cedes the 
following territory vo the State of Texas: Commencing on 
the Kio Grande at said 34th degree of latitude, and thence 
along the maiu channel thereof to 35° 30’ nort. latitude, 
and thence «long said line west to the Riv Colorado, em- 
bracing the whole of said country east of the said river and 
south of said line, acquired by the treaty of Guadalupe 
oa and the same is hereby incorporated with jie State 

e . 


T ~ 

Be —— enacted, That the right of Texas to the num- 
ber of States secured by the joint resolutions of annexation 
is hereby recognized ne said resolutions regulated. 

Be it further enacted, That the Legislature of Texas shall 
have the power to devote any alternate section of the tercd- 
tory hereby, in exchange, ceded to said Siate, to the con- 
struction of a railroad through Texas to the junction of the 
Gila and Colorade, or some other point on the latter river, 
in such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct; the 
remainder of said territory to stand to the payment 
of the public debt of said state, in same manner as the 
public domain of Texas is now pledged. 


Mr. BINGHAM resumed the floor and ad- 
















motion 


mittee rise. 


proposed that the committee rise for that pur- 


pose. 
Mr. HOWE further yielded the floor. 





seven)— 


present, in pursuance of the order this day adopted. || 










Whole on the state of the Union. 


one of the tables, an 
come to order.”’ 





opposing its extension, and advocating the admis- 
sio California. 


Mr. BOOTH took a scriptural view of slavery, 
i 
i] 


—- obtained the floor, and yielded toa | 
Mr. STEPH ENS, of Georgia, that the com- 


i 


jected. 


The question being taken, the motion was re- || 
it 


Mr. FEATHERSTON suggested that a recess || 


be taken until 7 o’clock this evening. 


Mr. STEPHENS seconded the suggestion, and | 


And the suggestion being acquiesced in by gen- 


eral consent— 


The committee rose and reported. 
And on motion of Mr. STEPHENS— 
Ordered, (at near 4 o’clock,) That the House take a re 


cess until 7 o’clock this evening, 





EVENING SESSION. 
The recess having expired, (at the hour of |} 
The Howse (technically speaking) was again 


Eight members were grouped together in one || 


portion of the Hall, among whom were— 


Mr. Speaker COBB, and 
Mr. BOYD, chairman of the Committee of the || 


} 


At four minutes past seven— 
Mr. CROWELL entered the Hall from the side- 


door on the left of the Speaker’s chair, (making || 


eight members present.) | them to rely on themselves for their own defence. 


Passing down the aisle— 


| to go on! 


i} . 
|}an outline of remarks which he 





i 


some months ago, the floor went a begging. Not 
a solitary bid was made for that boon which -had 


| hitherto been priceless. ‘* None now so poor as 
to do it reverence.”’ 


After a pause— 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved that 
the committee rise. 
Cries of ‘“‘ no; anocher speech !”’ 
Mr. STANTON. No one seems desirous to 
speak. 
_Mr. DUNHAM rose, and obtained the floor, 
onely oy asking for it. 
r. STANTON, I withdraw my motion that 
the committee rise. 
Mr. DUNHAM expressed his disinclination to 


| speak to-night. 


(The call was loud for “* another speech;” and 
yer 

Mr. DUNHAM repeated the expression of 
his disinelination to speak to-night. 

[Cries of * go on, or let some one else speak.’”} 

Mr. DUNHAM, resigning his right to the floor 
with great complacency, resumed his seat. 

Mr. VENABLE took the floor. 

Mr. V. briefly addvessed the committee, giving 
intended to 
write out to send to his constituents, Having 
just returned from them, he now declared, as he 


|| had told them, that he would not, under any cir- 


cumstances, vote for the compromise of Mr. Cray. 
He considered it entirely inefficient as a remedy 
for the difficulties of the times. He animadverted 
upon the remarks made by Mr. Howaz, which he 


| considered an avowal of a design on the part of 


the North to destroy the entire slave property of 


| the South, and—if necessary to accomplish this ob- 


ject—to deluge their fair fields with the life-biood 
of their masters. He appealed to his section to 
take warning by this frank avowal, and called upon 


| 3 8g eC ral s t 
Mr. CROWELL rapped with his knuckles on He declared that slavery was a good institution, 


said, ‘‘The House will | 


The House did not come to order. 
At five minutes past seven— 
The chandelier made its entrance, from above, 


surrounded by a hundred glittering satellites; and 


light appeared where almost darkness was. | to-a motion b 


Attwelve minutes past seven, fourteen members | 


were present. i} 


At eighteen minutes past seven— 


| 
| 


The SPEAKER took the chair, and called the || 


House to order. 
There was an aggregate presence of sixteen | 
members. 

Mr. BOYD moved that the House resolve itself 

into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 
The SPEAKER put the question, and declured | 
that the motion was agreed to. 
CALIFORNIA. 


So the House again resolved itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Boyp in the chair,) and resumed the consideration | 
of the special message of the President of the | 


| 
j 


United States transmitting the constitution of Cal- 
ifornia. ° 


Mr. HOWE was entitled to the floor, and spoke | 


during the allotted hour. He defined his position 


as that of a devoted adherent to the Whig and 


he cherished as the apple of his eye. He then 
proceeded to discuss the message of the President, 
relating to California. 


| 
Free-Soil principles, the latter of which, he said, 
} 


sion as a sovereign State into the Union, without 


| and the proper relation between the white and the 


black races, when residing in a common territory; 


|| and maintained the clear right of the South, under 
|| the Constitution, to carry their slaves inte the ter- 


ritories. 
ter. 


Mr. DUNHAM obtained the floor, and yielded 


{His remarks will be published hereaf- 


Mr. PHELPS that the committee rise. 

The motion being vejected— 

Mr. DUNHAM yielded the floor, not wishing 
to speak to-night. 

Mr. TAYLOR was recognized by the Chair- 
| man. After an apology for the desultory nature 
of the remarks he might make, by stating the fact 
that he spoke without premeditation, in order to 
avail himself of the opportunity which now offered, 
| he proceeded to address the committee. 
| He declared his decisive dissent from the ex- 
|. treme opinions which had been expressed on either 
| side, and avowed himself in favor of justice, mod- 
| eration, the Union and the preservation of repub- 
| lican, constitutional liberty. He shrank from ao 
| opinions he had heretofore expressed. He stood 
| by his speech of last session, uponall points, He 
should vote to exclude slavery from ail the terri- 
| tories, if the question were forced upon him; bat, 
| atthe same time, he concurred in the views so 
om one this morning, by the gentleman 


from New York, {[Mr. Joun A. Kine,] in support 
of the wise and patriotic policy recommended by 
the President. He (Mr. T.) had been ready for 
five months to admit California, and to give a seat 


He expressed himself in || in the House to the Delegate from New Mexico, 
favor of her immediate and unconditional admis- | 


who represented (aa he had been told to-day, by 
| the gentleman himself) about ninety thousand 


any appendages, without any stipulations, without | Mexicans and Americans, and not more than five 


any conditions, and without making her a puck- 
horse, upon which to lug in certain other (import- | 


ant or unimportant) matters. He avowed himself 


entirely opposed 
and i iver of the establishment of territorial gov- 


or six thousand indians, 
He referred to the organization of the House, dis- 
| avowed any share of the responsibility of electing a 


to the compromise, (so called,) | Speaker of opposite political opinions to the Presi- 


| dent; cast it upon those who had contributed to 


ernments for Utah and New Mexico, with the || produce the result, and said that the House should 
addition of the Dane, alias Webster, alias Wilmot, so have been organized as to carry out the Ex- 


alias Jefferson, alias Ordinance of ’87 proviso. He 
then proceeded more generally into the discussion of 
the slavery question, noticing the remarks of other 
gentlemen who had preceded him in debate, and 
replying thereto. 
he hour expired, leaving Mr. H. midway in 

his argument. 

Mr. H. took his seat. . 

And, for the first time since the debate opened, 


ecutive recommendations, or at least to consider 
and act upon them. He adverted in terms of 
| eulogy to the statesmanlike recommendations con- 
|| tained in the President’s annual message reiative 
|| to the encouragement and protection of agrical- 
ture, commerce, manufactures, and various other 
subjecis, and said that although six months had 

assed since that communication wes received, it 
had been left to slumber, forgcsten in the recesses 
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at the committee rooma. From this gross neglect || 


of ihe public business he cleared himself. He had 
beer ready for months to take up the important 
subjects which required to be acted upon and dis- 


memorial of Captain F. Britton, asking compensa- 


| tion for extra services in the Commissary’s and 
and Quartmaster’s Departments, asked to be dis- | 
charged from the further consideration of the same; | 


pose of them in the way best calculated to promote || 


the prosperity and interests of the whole country. | 
Aa thia debate was about to close, he trusted that 
they would immediately proceed to something 
practical, especially to pasa the annual approptia- 
tion bills, several of which had not even been re- 
ported, although it lacked leas than a month of the 
expiration of the fiscal year. Ele eulogized the 
coursed of the President in the conduct of our for- 
eight relations, and in the discharge of his duties | 
generally, and scouted the rumors of disagreement 
between him and his Cabinet. 

Me. T having concluded his remarks, : 

Mr. DUNHAM obtained the floor, and yielded 
to a motion, by Mr. McLane, of Maryland, that 
the committee rise. 

Which being agreed to— 

The committe rose, and— 

On motion by Mr. Jounson, of Tennessee, at 
10; o’clock, the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: | 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of Ogle 
avd De Kalb counties, praying fer a mail-route from St. 
Charles, via Line, De Kuth-Centre, Bioadie’s Grove, Jefer- 
s0n’s Grove, Lafayette Grove, and Taylor, to Grand Detour. 

Also, the petition of citizens of MeLeaw county, Minvis, 
praying Congress to anthovize the Seeretary of the Navy to 
order national vessels to transport the delegates to the Peace 
Congreas, to be held at Frankfort,in Germauy, August | 
next. 

Alen, the petition of John Evans, M. D., aud others, con- 
nected with the medical profession in Iinois, in behalf of 
the medical officers of the navy. 

By Mr. JOANSON, of Arkansas: The memorial of citi- | 
zens of Arkansas and Texas, to Congress, -in regerd to the 
Red River raft, 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The memorial of the ci izens of St. 
Louis, praying the passage of a Jaw regulating the number 
of passengers to be conveyed upon steambouts navigating 
the western waters. 

Atso, the petition of James M. Franciscus and one hun- 
dred and two others, citizens of St. Louisa, praying the es- 
tablishment of uwvo trial terms of the Cireuit Court of the 
United States for the State of Missouri, &c. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Samuel Wheaton, of 
Michigan, an invalid soldier of the war of 1812, for a pen- 
elon. 
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| leave to withdraw his paper, as he wished to make | 


which was agreed to. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 


referred the bill to authorize the Secretary ee" 
|| to settle the clams of the State of Georgia, 


for | 


horses and equipments lost by the volunteers and | 


militia engaged in the suppression of hostilities of 


the Creek, Sensinole, and Cherokee Indians, in the | 
years 1836 and 1837, reported back the same with- 


out amendment. 


Also, from the same committee, to which were | 


referred several memorials in relation to paying 


moneys advanced by States, reported a joint reso- | 
| lation supplementary to the resolution to refand | 
money to the States which have supplied volun- | 
| teers and furnished them transportation during the | 


|| present war, before being mustered and received 


into the service of the United States; which was | 


real and passed to a second reading. 


Also, from the same committee, to which were | 
referred the several memorials of paymastets’ | 
clerks, asking an increase of compensation, fe- | 
ported a bill for the relief of paymasters’ clerks; | 


which was read and passed to a second reading. 


Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- | 
' nance, to which was referred the bill authorizing the | 
coinage of a cent-piece composed of silver and | 
copper, the coinage of a three cent-piece, and to se- | 
| cure the recoinuge of the small Spanish and other | 
foreign. coins, reported back the same with an | 


amendment, 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 


referred the memorial of Wm, Archer, proposing 


a plan for the prevention of the export of Califor- | 
| nia gold in an uncoined state from that country, | 
asked to be discharged from the further considera. | 
tion of the same, and that the memorialist have | 


| another disposition of ti; which was agreed to. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial of eiti- |, 


zens of Berks county, in the State of Pennsy!va- 


nia, asking a remodification of the tariff andethe | 


imposition of specific duties on imports; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of Delaware 
county, in the same State, asking the establish- 


‘nance Bureau, reported a bill for the relief of | 
George Talcott, brevet brigadier general of the || 
| United States army, and colonel of ordnance; || 


ment of an Agricultural bureau in some one of.) 


the Executive Departments of the Government; 
which was ordered to lie on the table, a bill having | 
already been reported to carry into effect the object | 
of the petitioners. 
Mr. CLARKE presented a petition from citizens | 
of Providence, Rhode Island, asking a reduction 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN 
representatives of William Armstrong, deceased, 
asking compensation for extra services by said 


Indians west of the Mississippi; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. SOULE presented a memorial of the Ger- | 
man Society of New Orleans, asking the enact- | 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on the Dis- | 


trict of Columbia, to which was referred the bill 


giving the assent of the United States to an act of | 
| the General Assembl 


of Maryland, passed at the 
December session of 1844, chapter 287, reported 
back the same without amendment. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 


referred the bill to incorporate a Mutual Insurance 


|| Company in the city of Washington, reported | 


back the same without amendment. 
Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs to which was referred the memorial of 


George Talcott, asking the difference of pay and | 
allowances between the rank of colonel and lieu- | 


tenant colonel, while acting as Chief of the Ord- 


which was read and passed to a second reading. 


} 





Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- | 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the | 


memorial of citizens residing in the valley of the 
northwestern lakes, in relatian to the free naviga- 
tion of the St. Lawrence, reported in favor of print- 


| ing the same; which was agreed to. 
of the rates of postage; which was referred to the || 


resented a petition of the | 


Lands, to which was referred the bill to revive an 
act entitled ‘* An act providing for the adjustment 


_ of all suspended preémption claims in the several 
| States and Territories,’’ reported back the same 
William Armstrong, while agent for the Choctaw | 


without amendment, and, with the consent of the 


| introducer, moved that it lie on the table, another 


| bill on the subject having been before reported; 


ment of a law regulating the transportation of || 


passengers on board of steamboats navigating the 
western rivers; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce. 
. DONATION OF LANDS TO STATES. 
On motion by Mr. BENTON, 


Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of the Interior, | 
communicated the 2st of January last, in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate, showing the amounts of land | 
originally contained in each » With the amounts granted | 
ty each for NE ee required 
to equalize said grants several States, be re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, to which a bill | 
was ye-terday referred, on the subject of a donation of land | 
to the State of Missouri. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 


| 


which was agreed to. 


DUTY ON PRESENTS FROM THE SULTAN, 


Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the joint resolution 
for the relief of Samuel Colt and B. F. Morse, re- 


‘| ported beck the same without amendment, and 
|| asked its immediate consideration; which was 


agreed to, and the resolution was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. KING. I would like to inquire of my hon- 
orable friend [Mr. Dickinson] on what ground.it is 
that he advocates the passage of this joint resolu- 
tion to return to these individuals the duties which 
have been paid upon articles brought into this 
country. They fortunately obtained these articles 
without paying for them. Those who go abroad 
and purchase such articles have to pay not only 
for them, but ea duty upon them also, I cannot 


! 
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public | 
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myself conceive on what und this applicant 
rests. Is it because rend ards Gerdiyiven 
these persons on account of the usefulness of their 
inventions? That one of them is usefal, not on) 
to us but to other nations, is true; that of Me 
Morse ts calculated to benefit the world. But ix is 
the first time, so far as | know, that a Proposition 
has been made to remit a duty ina case of this 
kind. 1 should like to hear somereasons why we 
shou'd do it in this case. Really 1 do noi see 
why we should relieve these gentlemen, who are 
amply able to pay the daties, any more than we 
should relieve persons who are searcely able to 
buy these articles, and who obtain them abroad 
for their wives or daughters. 

Mr. DICKINSON. It isa question about which 
T have no solicitude. The committee will be satis. 
fied with any disposition the Senate may see fr 
to make of this subject. They were governed 
by the consideration that we should be as |ibera| 
towards our own citizens in showing that we ape 
preciate their inventions as the Ssltan of Turkey 
had been. These presents were made as com). 
ments to the genius of these individuals, and are 
valuable as presents. To levy a tax upon them 
would be to levy a tax upon the generosity of a for. 
eign Government. that principle the committee 
have recommended this resolution, and we submit 
it to the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I wanted to inquire of the chair. 
man of the Committee on Finance, if it is not the 
practice of the Government, when such articles 
are brought home by an individual as a part of his 
personal effects, to admit them free of duty? | 
understand that the snuff-box was preparing for 
Mr. Colt at the time of his departure from Turkey; 
but being obliged to leave before it was completed, 
it was not brought with him, but was afterwards 
sent to him, in consequence of which this duty 
was levied. I hope the duty will be remitted on 
both presents, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The fact that influenced me 
as a member of the committee was this: these ar- 
ticles were presented to two Americans who had 
distinguished themselves by valuable inventions 
and improvements in science, They were pre- 
sented as tokens of approbation, and there is no 
value to them except simply as tokens. Now, 'o 
require a duty of five hundred dollars to be paid 
upon a snuff box, given as a token or comp!iment 
to a man of genius, seems to me unreasonable. If 
they were articles introduced for speculation, from 
which wealth was to be made by these individuals, 
the case would be entirely different; but they are 
simply compliments to men of genius, whose 
works have contributed to the improvement of the 
mechanic arts. In that view the committee con- 
sidered it proper that the duty should be remitted. 

Mr. RUSK. If these articles had been presented 
while these individuals were in a foreign country, 
and* they had brought them home with them, no 
duty would have been demanded. ‘The amount 
is very small, and, as has been well observed, it is 
a mark of distinction from the Sultan to the genius 
of the United States. 1 do not know any class of 
men to whom we are so much indebted for the 
prosperity and growth of our country as to our 
mechanics, and, so far as my knowledge of history 
goes, | can safely say | know no country whose 
mechanics have been so poorly rewarded, and 
where so little encouragement has been given by 
the Government. [| remember investigating a case, 
some years ago, in which some papers [ell into 
my hands in relation to the contract made by the 
British Government with Mr. Fulton. An appro- 
priation of some two or three hundred thousand 
dollars was made, and a navy-yard was put unier 
his control for the purpose of making ex perimen's 
and testing the application of steam to ships. It 
seems to me this is a small amount, and it will be 
but a small thing for the Government to remit (his 
duty. Ifa few mechanics who are ingenious, who 
have dene a great deal in their way for the benefit 
of the world, have, as a compliment, received pres- 
ents from foreign powers, which are valuable 
only as testimonials of for their genius, | 
think we should not regard those presents as we 
should articles of speculation and trade. I think 
there is no difficulty in the case, and that the duly 
should be at once remitted. 

The resolution was then reported to the Senate, 
and the question was on ordering it to be engrossed 
for a third reading. ‘ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I entirely concu' 








to 


eon SS « 


ovr. SS = OS = OC = 


— ewerew iF Tew vee F = 





1850. 


in the views expressed by the Senator from Ala- i 
pama, (Mr. Kane.) | cannot conceive why a H 

rson who receives valuable property from abtoad 
psapresent instead of purchasing it, should be | 
relieved from the payment of the duty; nor do f 
see why Professor Morse is put in the category of || 
mechanics. It seems to me strange that this has 
been argued asit has. There is no compulsion in | 
reapect to this mauer. They can keep this prop- | 
erty or not, as they please. Suppose a jeweller || 
should die abroad and leave his whole property to || 
the Senator from Texas. Would it be sent here 
free of duty, because it wasa present? 1 can make | 
no distinction between a present from an individ- || 
ual and one from a foreign Power. 

Mr. BRADBURY. 1 think it would be hardly 
becoming in this Government to speculate on pres- || 
ents made by foreign Governments to our citizens, 
as testimonials of respect for inventions and im- 
provements which they have made, and which are | 
regarded as valuable to the world. It will most | 
assuredly excite great surprise abroad if we thus || 
tax the munificence of foreign Powers who show 
respect to our ingenious citizens, and in thia way || 
give expression to their appreciation of our discov- i] 
eries and inventions. 1 hope the resolution will || 
be adopted. i| 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississipf. The line of argu- || 
ment of the Senator seems strange. He talks || 
about taxing the munificence of a Government. 
We tax property which is brought in by a pur- 








j 
| 





chaser, and it seems ridiculous to exempt the 
property of a person who pays nothing for his prop- 
erty. All he has to pay is the duty, such a duty 
as is laid on property of every kind. If there | 
should be any exemption, I refer it to the good 
feeling, the humanity of every Senator, if that ex- | 


emption should net be upon the necessaries, and | 
not upon.the luxuries of life, 
Mr. RUSK, It amounts to about this: The | 
Sultan of Turkey is liberal enough to give a re- 
ward to our mechanics. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, (in his seat.) They 
are not inechanics, 
Mr. RUSK. Perhaps Mr. Morse is not. Ido || 
not profess to be scientific enough, nor wellenough | 
skilled in the use of terms, to say who stould be || 
considered a mechanic. But, so far as Mr. Colt 
is concerned, | will still call hima mechanic. The || 
amount of it is, that the Sultam of Turkey is || 
liberal enough to make a present of the value of | 
two or three thousand dollars to our mechanics, as } 
a mark of his appreciation of their inventions and || 
improvements, and we, as a Government, tax | 
them two or three hundred dollars upon these | 
presents. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I can hardly think the Sena- | 
tors from Alabama and Mississippi are serious in | 
their objections; but, if they are, | would ask them 
to carry out the principle, and also tax medals, 
coming from societies of learning in Europe, and | 
given as marks of high respect to gentlemen in 
America. 1 understand that a medal is to come | 
from such a society to a distinguished individual 
in our country, and you ought to tax that; and, 
further, you ought to tax money, and everything 
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of the kind. But, | know that my friend from 
Alabama is not serious, nor my friend from Mis- 
sissippi, and consequently | wall not press the ar- 
gument. 

Mr. PRATT. If this were a new question, I 
should certainly vote to dispense with the pay- 
ment of the duty. But, | learn that, since the es- 
tablishment of the Government, there have been 
thousands and thousands of presents, on all of 
which duties have been paid. Now, if you estab- 
lish a rule that the daty in this case shall be re- 
mitted, you set a precedent by which you will 
have to refund the money in all those cases where 
aduty has been paid. 1 think the resolution ought 
to be general, to refund to all as wellas to these 
individuals. 

Mr. KING. I think my friend from Illinois 
Was wise in not attempting to argue the question. 
He acts with his usual discretion, 1 think, because 
| suppose he will understand that he can place it 
on no ground which will justify the act. My 
friend from Mar is perfectly right. It is 
opening a wide door. We have heretefore acted 
with great strictness, We have passed laws re- 
leasing the duties on literary uctions, on 
books, scientilic apparatus, and ene for col- 
leges, and it required some act of Congress to 
remit the duties before they could be released. 
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| given, feeling a reluctance to reject them, they || 
-have accepted them, and sent them to be deposited 


| ernment to do that? 


| the country should not also be free from the sus- 
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Bat my friend from Texas is so taken away with | men form a part? I think this honor is not ex- 
the idea that this gentleman is the inventor of re- | clusively appropriated to these gentiemen, but that 
volvers, [laughter,] that he does not look at the | itreflects honor upon the whole country. As for the 
matter and see that it is establishing a precedent, | precedent it atten T view all matters that come be- 
and is deperting altogether from our uniform prac- | fore this body as placed upon their own peculiar 
tice. And in favor of whom? Men of wealth. | cluims te consideration, and | would remit, if it 
It is true, they have become so in part,at least, by | were an act of justice, and a matter of right, every 
the success of their inventions, and that ef Mr. | cent that has ever been paid to this Government 
Morse is of broad national advantage. Of thatof by individuals under similar circumstances. I 
Mr. Colt Iam not so well prepared to epeak. if | shall vote for the resolution, because to retain the 
my friend from Texas should give his views of it, | tax would be an act of littieness on the part of the 
they would be more extravagant, | have no doubt, | Government, and would ahame the potentate who 
than mine in regard tothat of Mr. Morse. Butl | made the present, when he found that our Govern- 
think itis wrong to draw this distinction, and I | ment had not the liberality to edmit untaxed those 
wish the Senate to determine whether it is right, || presenta which he had sent to our citizens ae a 
when you look to the consequences to which it || compliment to their genius. 

leads. Our Constitution forbids any officer to The resolution was thea ordered to be engrossed 
receive any present; and when presents have been | fora third reading. 


DUTIES COLLECTED IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 


im t t epartment. ey ougt v Hiss 
he State Department. They ought never to tion, whieh lee over? 


receive any such presents. 1 believe it has not | Retkel tie da C a e hl ae oa 
; . of | t mat the Committee on Finance De inestructe 

been unusual even for pesvats individunis who |; to inquire hate the expediency of refunding to Caliiornia the 
have received presents to send them to the State |) amouuteottected for duties in the ports of California, by au- 
Department, because they were not willing to || thority of the United States officers, from the conquest of 
accept and hold a present from a foreign Govern- pe country in 1846 and 1847 to Lhe time of the arrival oF the 

. ~ . Jnited States Collec ats » e u 5 
ment. 1 shell be satiated with the denision of November, 1847. liector at San Francisco, in the month of 

e Senate, when they have lo at the matter 
fully 7 : vara “0 REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

Mr. BRADBURY. The Senator from Missis- || 90 motion by Mr. BRADBURY, the. Senate 
sippi says the position is ridiculous that duties proceeded to the consideration of the special order 
ought to be remitted in this case. Now, | ander- | of the day, being a resolution in reference to re- 
stand the case to be simply this: These individ- | ovals from office. 
uels, one of them at least, has made an invention, | Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I hed hardly 
the most important perhaps of the age. This | S¥pposed that it was the purpose of the honorable 
Government has done nothing, but a foreign | member from Maine to bring this resolution to a 
Power, as a testimony of the appreciation in which | ¥ote of the Senate. I had hardly supposed that it 
that invention is held, sends the inventor a present, | “@% the purpose of those members of the Senate 
which, instead of allowing him to receive it unem- | W!th whom the honorable member fron) Maine 
barrassed, our Government taxes with an import | usually acts, to press a resolution so entirely wo- 
duty. Now, I ask if it is reputable in our Gov- | precedented, so incapable, as | think, of producing 
lt is asserted that many lit- || @°Y good, and so hiely to produce evil resulia, It 
erary prodactions are admitted free of duty. Why || may be, and probably is, that in this view of the 
not? I see no reason why articles of this kind, , OPp'Mions and purposes of gentlemen | am mis- 
coming to individuals under these circumstances, | “ken. The resolution seems to be pressed to a 
should be taxed by this Government. || vote, and | wish therefure, before my name shail 

Mr. MASON. ‘It is a matter of considerable || be recorded upon the question of the passage of 
moment to the character of our institutions that || the resolution, to say a very few words. 
we should be careful what precedent we set. The}, My inclination, Mr. President, is to oppose, in 
Senator from Alabama has said that the Constitu- | ‘he practice of the Senate and in the practice of 
tien of the United States, in order to preserve || he Government, whatsoever is new, unnecessary, 
intact the officers of the Government, forbids them | #9 not apparently adapted to produce any consd- 
Lo receive presents from any foreign Power. This | erable good. The difference and lines of demarka- 
is done because officers of the Government are in | “on between the different departments of the Gov- 


| the service of their country, and should be free | €™Mment must, to a great extent, be settled by 
| from all suspicion of coming under the influence | 


practice and usage. This is true of our Govern- 
ment; it is true of all Governments. And what- 
soever may be considered as a mere right when a 
icion of coming under any foreign influence? 1 | Question arises, it is always a wholesome rule to 
eae been told, as the Senator from Alabama has |, Consider what has been the settled and continued 
stated, that it has been a practice of private indi- |, Pracuce of theGovernment. Certainly, sir, there 
viduals, receiving these hizh testimonials from a | '8 8O precedent for such a resolution as that which 
foreign Power, in order to exempt themselves from | the honorable member from Maine recommends 
every possible suspicion, to send such presents | ‘0 the Senate for its adoption. I think there is as 
and have them deposited in the office of the Sec- | little foundation for it in any constitutional prin- 
retary of State. This is a proper disposition of | - Or provision, as there is in the past history 
them, and the citizen who receives these testimo- || of the Senate and of the Government. : 
nials ought to consider them as paid to his coun- || _ That the President of the United States does in 
try. In the present form of the resolution, | must || act bold and exercise the power of removing from 
vote against it; bat if the honorable Senator who || Office all persons under the Government who have 
introduced it will put it in such a shape as to in- || 20t @ different tenure from that which belongs to 
sure that these presents shall go into the State De- || ficers at will, must be almitied. I am of the 
partment, and become memorials to the nation, | | number of persons who have always believed, 
will cheerfully vote for it, and I presume other | since I looked into the matter, and since | have 
Senators will do so too. || examined it, that the original decision of Congress 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam very reluctant to make | i” this respect—the original construction which 
any remarks on this subject; but it seems to me | Congress put upon the Constitution in this re- 
that it would be unreasonable not to restore the | speci—was wrong. I have ever entertained the 
duties paid on these presents. As I understand it, || opinion that the true constructioa of the Constitu- 
these presents are compliments to citizens of the | tion was, the removing power never existed right- 
United States by a foreign potentate, acknowledg- | fully, and was never expected to exist, except as 
ing beneficient effects of their genius, not only to || apart of the appointing power. That is the true 
that Government, but to the Governments of the | analogy which this case bears to other cases. The 
world. As an acknowledment of that || authority that holds the appointing power over 
fact, he has the liberality to make citizens of the || offices naturally draws into us own hands, as a 
United States these . L would ask gentlemen | consequence, the removing power, because the 


of any foreign Power. I ask if the citizens of 


whether we are really so hard run for means, that appointment of one person to an office is necessa- 
we will have the atingi » if L may so call it, to || "Hy the removal of the incumbent of that office. 
refuse this ack tto our own citizens, || And so the appoiating power, with only one ex- 
who are thus honored by a foreign power; or will ception, so far as | know, is the same as the re- 
we admit that these individuals, being citizens of || moving power. They are both parts of the same 
this cou are not honored themselves, but || power. : : , 
that it i ened ounien to the goalies at his || Pe There is, sir, in the English Government, spring- 
and the nation of which these gentle- ing out of a particular consideration, one anomat 
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lous instance in this respect. By the charter of | 
the East India Company it is provided that the | 
Governor General of India shajl be appointed by | 
the Crown. But, considering the great interests | 
which the company have in the faithful and able 

administration of that high office, the charter pro- 

vides that, though appointed by the Crown, and | 
thongh he can be recalled by the Crown at its | 
pleasure, the Governor General of India may be 

removed by a vote of the East India Board of | 
Directors. That power has been exercised only 

onee, I believe; and that was in the case of Lord 

Ellenborough, some five or six years ago. But 

generally in that country, from which our defini- 

tions of power, and of Executive power particu- 

larly, as distinct from legislative power, come, the | 
understanding in all cases is that the power of | 
appointment draws after it, as a necessary conse- 
quence, the power of removal, if there be no tenure 
fixed by law. 

I have looked recently, though not for the first 
time, into the debates which took piace in Con- 
gress when that construction of the Constitution 
wae fixed at its first session. You know, sir, that 
the Senate of the United States, at that time and | 
for several years afterwards, sat with closed doors. 
There were no debates of the Senate published up | 
to the year 1794, I think. But this question was | 
debated in the House of Representatives ai great | 
length. “The speeches made there were reported 
and published. The idea that the President pos- | 
sessed a removing power, without the consent of | 
the Senate, seems to have been chiefly supported 
by a very able speech from Mr. Madison, whose 
opinions, as one engaged in framing the Constitu- 
tion, upon constitutional subjects, were regarded, | 
and have ever been regarded, as very high au- 
thority. His judgment appears to have prevailed | 
with the House of Representatives on that occa- 
sion. {have understood that the vote affirming 
that power in the President, passed the Senate by 
the casting vote of the then Vice President, Mr. 
Adams. The question arose upon the constitution 
of the department of the Treasury; and the ques- 
tion was, whether the head of that department 
should be removable by the President? Now, 
whatever my opinion may have been, or is, as to 
what was the original intention of the Constitu- 
tion, the actual practice under-that instrument has 
not been in accordance with my opinion. I have 
found ita settled question, from the decision of 
Congress, made directly on the point, at its first 
session, down to the present day, under every Ad- 
ministration, The President of the United States 
has, in more or fewer instances, of his own au- 
thority, removed an incumbent from office; and if 
made during the vacation, it has been regarded as 
creating a vacancy, which the Constitution author- 
ized him to fill of his own accord until the next 
meeting of the Senate. 

In 1835, I think it was, this matter was debated 
in the Senate. A bill passed the Senate, if I mis- 
take not, making some general provision applica- 
ble to this subject. But, according to my recol- 
lection, it was never taken up in the other House, 
and never became a law. Now, if any proposition 
were before the Senate such as was contained in 





that bill of 1835, as a general provision, I should 
be as willing now as I was then to sustain it, be- 
cause | am one who do conscientiously believe 
that the extent of Executive power over those who 
hold office in the country is one of the existing 
evils of the time, and one which endangers the 
harmonious action of the Government. Especially 
is it one which creates an interest in persons in 
office and persons out of office, the one to maintain 
and the other to oust the possessors of office. For 
the time being it excites an energy, in that respect, 
founded too ofien, as we must all admit, upon 
considerations of a private object and of a private 
nature. 

But, sir, since the practice has become a settled 
practice, since every Administration has indulged 
in it, and since it must now be considered, as the 
legal construction of the Constitution, that it is 
one of the powers of the President to remove in- 
cumbents from offices which they hold, it follows, 
as a necessary and as an inevitable consequence, 
thatthis power, thus legally vested in the Presi- 
dent, must be exercised by him as independently 
of our control as any other power that is to be 
exercised by him under the Constitation. If he 
holds the power, he holds it to be exercised at his 
own control and discretion. And I see no ground 





| to me, as we can pass this resolution. 


upon which we can call upon him to give us rea- 
sons for the manner in which he exercises that 
power, any more than we can call upon him to 
give reasons for the manner in which he exercises 
any other power under the Constitution. Or, on 
the other hand, that we have no more right to call 
upon him to account to us for the manner in which 
he exercises a power solely confided to him, than 
he has to call upon us to give him reasons for the 
manner in which we exercise a power solely con- 
fided to our hands. And If think, therefore, it 
would be against what 1s the settled construction 
of the Constitution, and the practice of the Gov- 
ernment, for us to make any such requirement of 
the President. 

It must be borne in mind that we are not now 


acting under the plausible notion or idea that we || 


may make this call as being ourselves a part and 


portion of the Executive or appointing power, for || 


this proceeding is brought up while the Senate is 
acting in its legislative capacity. It is no more 
properly here, or to be properly entertained here, 


|| than it would be in the other House of the Na- 
| tional Legislature. The House of Representatives 


may make a general inquiry of the President for 
the reasons for removals in detail, or Congress 


| may ask for the reasons of removals in every 
| case, extending down to the postmasters, in detail 


and seriatim, with just as much propriety, it seems 
I consider 
it, therefore, entirely subversive of the practice of 
the Government; and though | do not mean to use 
a term of any severe application, I must say that | 
consider it an invasion of the undoubted authority 


of the President upon the settled construction of |! 
the Constitution, for the exercise of which au- || 


thority he is no more answerable, or to be made 


answerable to us, than we are answerable or to be | 


made answerable to him. The powers of the 
departments are not all mixed up in a jumble. 
They are separate, and are made separate by the 
Constitution; and have hitherto been kept separate 
by the practice of the Government. 


a just responsibility. If every department acts 


within its own power, it takes the responsibility || 


belonging to its power. But if the power of two 
or more departments are mixed up irregularly and 
jumbled together, there is no just responsibility 
upon anybody. 


Every consideration therefore of propriety,as well | 


as the written text of the Constitution, requires 
that the powers assigned to one department of the 
Government shall not be interfered with or inter- 
meddied with by another. 
shall, most assuredly, record my vote agaiust this 
resolution, if it is pressed. 
gentlemen have made such observations upon it as 
they think fit, if I might do so without any um- 
brage to the honorable member from Maine, to 
move to lay his resolution upon the table. 

But, now, sir, I do not feel at libert 


or two bearing more directly upon what may be 
called the merits of this resolution. Whatever 
has occurred as being worthy of remark in im- 
pugning the course of the Administration, has been 
fully set forth by the honorable member from 
Maine, (Mr. Brapsury.] Whatever has occurred 
as being worthy of remark in justifying that 
course, either by its own merits or by way of 
comparison or contrast with previous Administra- 
tions, has been set forth at much length by the 
honorable member from Connecticut, [Mr. Smira.] 
I do not propose to follow in the track of those 
gentlemen, and say anything of the particulars of 
the case. 

But I feel bound in duty to say, that, so far as I 
know, in that part of the country with which Lam 
most acquainted, I have heard of less complaint of 
unfit removals from office, or of improper remov- 
als from office, under this Administration, than 
has occurred under any Administration coming 
newly into power within my recollection. I can- 
not speak for the whole country, but I can speak 
pretty confidently of that part of the country in 
which I reside; and I believe the remark is true of 
all parties there, taken as a whole and in the ag- 
gregate. My opinion certainly is, that the present 
Chief Magistrate of the United States has in his 
temper and character nothing unkind or proscrip- 
tive. I believe, so far, he has borne his faculties 
meekly. He is of a calm and kind tem t. 
He wishes evil to nobody. But at the same time 


I hope they | 
will continue to be kept separate, for then there is 


For these reasons | | 


| should prefer, when | 


1 to depart |) 
from this subject entirely, without saying a word 


June 5, 


he has firmness and decision enough, wh 
receives what he thinks to be the line of his du 
travel it without fear of consequences, Ae} 
lieve him to act in this spirit, and w''\ this pur. 
pose, I shall, so long as his measures appear io 
_ me to be conducive to the welfare of the county 
| give them my cordial support. m 
| ‘The debate was continued until near the usual 
i hour of adjournment, and the Senate adjourne: 
| without taking any question. [A report of the 
| debate will be feund in the Appendix. } 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVEs. 
Wreopvespay, June 5, 1850. 
The Journalof yesterday was read and approved, 
MAIL ROUTE. 


| Mr. DEBERRY asked the unanimous conser 
| of the House to introduce a resolution of inquiry, 
The resolution was read for information, as {0}. 
| lows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pox 
|| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estad. 
|| lishing a mail line from Yorkville, South Carolina, by Sou 
|| Point and Woodlawn, in Gaston county, North Carolina, 
|| and by Cottage House and Vesuvius Furnace, in Lineolp 
| county, to Newton, in Catawba county, North Carolina. 
No objection havg@ng been made, the resolution 
| was introduced and adopted. 
| 


AUTHENTICATING RECORDS. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked the unani- 
| mous consent of the House, to introduce a bill, of 
which he said previous: notice had been given. 

The title of the bill was read for information, as 
follows: 

‘A bill to repeala part of the 6th section of an act ap- 
proved September ‘I5, 1789, entitled ‘An act to provide 
for the safe keeping-of the acts, records, and seal of the 
United States, and for other purposes.’ ”” 

No objection having been made, 

The bill was introduced, and read twice by its 
title. 

Mr. BROWN said, that as the object of the 
bill was simply to do away with so much of the 
| act referred to as authorized the payment of a fee 
| of twenty-five cents for authenticating copies of 
| records, &c., he supposed no nt would be 

made to it, and he hoped, therefore, that by gen- 
eral consent it might be put upon its passage. 

No objection having been made, the bill was 
read a third tithe and passed. 


TEXAS. 


Mr. HOWARD asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution of inquiry. 

The resolution was read for information, as fo!- 
'| lows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War is hereby requested 
to communicate, for the information of this House, the re- 
portof Lieutenant Colonel H. Jobnston, United States Top- 
ographical Engineers, and the report of Colonel J.C. Hays, 
relating to the military road, or a railroad from the coast of 
Texas to El Paso and to the Pacific. Also, any reports from 
the United States officers in his department, recommending 
| the improvement of the navigation of the rivers of western 
Texas, for the purpose of facilitating the transportation of 
the public stores for the United States army. 


Mr. TUCK objected. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose of enabling him to intro- 
duce the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said that a motion to suspend 
the rules was not in order to-day. 


CALIFORNIA. 


On motion by Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
special message of the President of the United 
States transmitting the constitution of California. 

Mr. DUNHAM was entitled to the floor. — 

Mr. JONES asked the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Dunnam] to yield, for the purpose of en- 
abling him (Mr. J.) to offer an amendment. 

Mr. DUNHAM yielded the floor, 

Mr. JONES then said: It is not my intention 
to attempt to make a speech upon the bill now 
before the committee. But I propose to offer at 
this time, if in order, or if not now in order, to 
give notice that I shall offer when it is 30, & 
proposition which clearly and definitely sets forth 
my position and my desires in relation to the Im- 
portant and momentous question before us. | de- 
sire that a settlement of it should be made—let 
that settlement affect whom it may—make oF 
unmake whatever great men or aspirants for polit- 
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ferment it may—if it wit only give e 

in emensa to this distracted country. <w 

| will now, if L am in order, move, in lieu of the 
bill of the gentleman from Wisconsin, {Mr. Dery,]} 
a bill whieh I will send to the Chair. If L am 
pot in order, I will give notice that I shall offer it 
atthe proper time. Itis the bill reported in the 
Senate by Mr. Cray, as chairman of the select 
committee of thirteen, under the title of a bill “to 
admit California as a State into the Union; to es- 
tablish territorial governments for Utah and New 
Mexico; and making proposals to Texas for the | 
establishment of her western and northern bound- 
aries.”’ 1 propose to strike out the words “ nor 
in respect to Ufrican slavery” from the 10th and 
o7th sections of that bill, And for the words || 
‘commonly called El Paso, and running up that || 
river twenty miles, measured by a straight line | 
thereon,’’ contained in the tenth and eleventh lines |! 
of the 39th section, I have substituted the words, || 
«where the 34th degree of north latitude crosses said | 
river,” —thus making the northern boundary of 
Texas run eastwardly, from the point at which 
the 34th degree of north latitude crosses the Rio 
Grande, instead of from a point on said river || 
twenty miles above El Paso. The reason for this | 
change of the northern boundary of the State of 
Texas, as proposed by the bill of the Senate’s com- 
mittee, is, that at about the 33d degree of north 
latitude, there is a settlement of abeut four hun- 
dred persons organized as a county of Texas. | 
From this point er settlement, in the direction of 
Santa Fé, there is a desert of some ninety miles, | 
destitute of water and timber, called the Dead 
Man's Journey. To my mind the reason for the | 
change of line is satisfactory and conclusive. [| | 
have added tothe end of Mr. Cuay’s bill a proviso, 
‘that nothing in this act contained shall be so 
construed as in any manner to impair the righis 
of the State of Texas to all the territory as claimed 
by her, in the event that the terms proposed to 
said State of Texas should not be accepted;— | 
simply providing, on behalf of Texas, as the last 
paragraph of the bill does on behalf of the United 
States, that, in the event of the non-acceptance of 
the propositions by ‘Texas, her rights shall not be 
impaired by anything this act contains. 

Now, in presenting this amendment, I shall 
merely remark, that in my opinion, this is the only 
practical proposition which is now, or which has | 
yet been before either House of Congress. For | 
my own part, 1 should be willing, as an alterna- || 
tive, to take the Missouri compromise line. I | 
would, however, ‘prefer this bill to that proposi- 
tion; and Lt believe that to advocate the Missouri || 
compromise line at the present time, is, in effect, | 
to oppose a settlement of the agitating question, |! 
which now threatens the integrity of the Union. || 

Mr. PRESTON KING submitted to the Chair, || 
whether this amendment was now in order? 

The CHAIR decided (amidst a great deal of 
confusion) that the amendment was not now in 
order, because other amendments were pending. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, asked a question | 
or made a remark, of which nothing was heard by | 
the reporter. 

Mr. DUNHAM ther resumed the floor, and | 
addressed the committee during the-hour. He | 
directed the first brief portion of his remarks to a | 
vindication of the State which he in part repre- || 
sented (Indiana) from the misrepresentations and || 
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| North was not alone to blame for the existing 


; each other steadil 
| they truly existed, face to face. an¢ , 
| prominent cause of the present difficulty had been or other portions of the Union, have been a few 
| the misapprehension of the South as to the views | 


| the idea that the narrow and sectional feeling which || thunder. 


|| erty for which our fathers poured out their blood, 


| should indicate what their wishes were. { 
| then proceeding to other branches of his argument, || men, that her interests were to be regarded and 


a7 
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spirit of patriotism which had animated the framers 


onerate the Democratic party from their share of 
of the great charter of American liberties should 


the responsibility for annexation, of which they 
now pervade the deliberations of both Houses of || were proud. He proceeded, at some length, to 
Congress. And he earnestly invoked that spirit || show that the Whig party were equally responsi- 
in the decision of the grave issue now to be de- || ble, adducing in proof the facts that the negotia- 
cided. He directed his attention to the causes || tion fer annexation was commenced, and that the 
which had produced the existing state of things— || resolutions were passed during the admigistration 
first ascertaining the disease, and then defining the || of Mr. Tyler, who was elected by the Whigs, 
remedy. He opposed the plan of General Tay- || and referring to the correspondence of General 
lor, as one tinctured with demagogism—as hav- || Taylor, from the Rio Grande, with the War De- 
ing no substance in it, or, if any, the substance || partment, to show that he was responsible for the 
only of evil. He expressed his belief*that the || first blow struck in the war. 
| In conelusion, reverting to the pending difficu)- 
tumult_in the political elements. The South, || ties of the day, he appealed to Whigs and Deme 
by the bitterness and the violence of its denun- || crats from all sections, to approach their settle- 
ciations, had given to the Abolition party of || ment in a spirit of justice and compromise, and 
the North a strength and vitality which of iteelf || looking to the whole extent, the height and depth, 
it never could have attained. Fanaticism, that || the length and breadth, of the great question, th 
peculiar condition of mind which discarded the || amount of property involved, &c., to lay aside 
controlling influence of the judgment, and yield- || sectional feelings, and settle it as Americans, in 
ed up everything to the promptings of preju- || justice to the South and the entire country. Ho 
dice, the dictates of passion, and the feelings || expressed his firm devotion to the Union, and the 
af interest,—fanaticism had shown itself not || belief that its preservation was to be looked to as 
less violent in the South than it had been in the || the surest support and protection of slavery. 
North. And for every solitary complaint which || Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, then obtained the 
the South could make against the North, he could || floor, and addressed the committee. He replied 
show a counterpartin the North against the South, || t remarks which had been made, tending to fasten 
if the two sections were only willing to look at || upon the Whig poy of the United States the 
in the face, and see things as || responsibility of Texan annexation, He admit- 
Scarcely a less || ted that there might here and there, in Tennessee, 








| Whigs who, filing off from the great mass of their 
He disclaimed || party, attempted to steal some of the Democratic 
But it did not thence follow that the 
had been attributed to the South did in fact per- | Whig party were in favor of aunexation. They 
vade the masses of her people, and declared his || were known to have opposed it, and gentlemen 
conviction that, if seen and spoken with at their || were well aware that but for a little slip which 
homes and by their hearthstones, it would be | Mr. Clay had made in one of his letters, annexa- 


of the northern people generally. 


| found that the southern people generally were i tion could have been successfully resisted, and 
|| guided by a lofty spirit of patriotism, which looked that Mr, Polk never would have been chosen Preai- 
| not to themselves alone, but tothe promotion of | dent of the United States. This circumstance 


| had been taken advantage of by the Democratic 
| party, and upon that issue Mr, Polk had been 
| elected. Repelling a kindred charge in relation to 
| the identity of the Whig pet with John an 
}and his administration, Mr, McL. proceeded to 


the general good of the whole nation. He then 
passed on to a critical examination of the consti- 
tutional power of Congress to adopt the Wilmot 
proviso. He expressed his general conviction of 
the existence of that power; ranking it, however, 





/as one of a class of powers which, though un- || advert to some general topics of political history, 
| doubtedly possessed, it might not be right or pru- || and to the course of policy which had been pur- 
| dent to exercise, 


He thought that the one erent || sued in the contest between Mr, Polk and Mr, 


error which lay at the foundation of all this diffi- || Clay, especially as regarded the double or two- 


‘culty, was that, in dealing with these territories, || faced issues which had been made during that 


memorable struggle, in relation to the tariff, He 
adverted to the steady and uniform support which 
Mr. Clay, sustained by the great mass of the peo- 
that we had held this territory not for the good of } ple of Kentucky, had given for the promotion of 
the people who inhabited it, but for our own gen- northern interests and the protection of northern in- 
eral interest. He declared his conviction that the || dustry; and declared that Kentucky had given the 
Mexican laws were still in force, and his willing- || last sustaining vote which she ever would give to 
ness to leave them so until the people themselves |, that industry, until such time as the people of that 
He was || State should be convinced, by the acts of northern 


we had not recognized, or, at least, had forgotten, | 
that grand fundamental principle of republican lib- | 





when the Chairman announced the expiration of } her rights respected. In saying this, be uttered no 
the hour. | sentiment which was not the result of cool delib- 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, next obtained eration. He replied to remarks having for their 
the floor. He caused to be read resolutions, of || object to fix upon General Taylor the responsi- 
which he had given notice .on the 13th of March || bility of the Mexican war, by reason of his 
last, embodying the outlines of the plan which he || having, in an alleged violation of his orders, block- 
proposed for the settlement of the difficulties grow- || aded the mouth of the Rio Grande, contending, 
ing out of the question of slavery. The resolu- || upon the face of the documents themselves, that 
tions instructed the Committee on Territories to || the penne: ananees to nothing. But, he con- 
report a bill admitting the State of California, le- ) tended, the question of responsibility was not now 
to beargued. All parties were bound to settle the 


the misunderstandings that had gone abroad in || galizing ‘in such manner as the committee may 
respect to the sentiments of her people; repelling | deem expedient,” provisional governments which 
imputations which had been cast upon them, and || have been established in the recently-acquired terri- 
declaring that their sole desire was to act up, in all || tory, and admitting their delegates to seats in the 
respects, to the true line of their constitutional | House of Representatives; providing efficiently 
duty. He spoke with concern of the crisis through || for the reclamation of fugitive slaves, and retro- 
which the country was now passing, but in a spirit i ceding the District of Columbia, reserving the 
of confident prediction as to the safe and triumph- || public buildings and grounds. He -appealed to 
ant issue of her trial. He demonstrated, by a | oth sections to unite amicably upon some fair 
rapid glance at its history, thet the Government / plan of settlement; and while the above were his 
itself was but the offspring of a crisis; and that in | general views, he reserved himself to act upon de- 
every stage of her great and glorious career the || tails and specific plans, as exigencies may require. 
country had been subjected to ordeals scarcely less || He reviewed and analyzed with a good deal of 
portentous, through all of which she had passed | spirit, the recent h of Mr. Wivtnror, and re- 
With a success as signal as it had been uniform. || iterated the charges he had formerly made against 
He showed that these very crises were the natu- || that entleman, of partiality and unfairness to the 
ral results of natural causes, arising from_the | South in his administration of the Speakership, and 
conflicts of interests seemingly hostile, and yet | of divers other inconsistencies in his past course. 
susceptible, if directed by liberalized poriene of | He replied to that portion of the speech of Mr. 
statesmanship, of being blended together into one | Asumun, which traces the difficulties in which the 
great, harmonious sysiem. To the accomplish- , country is now involved, to the annexation of Texas 
ment of this end, he argued, it was only necessa- || as the cause, and to the Democratic party as the 
ry that the same elevated and comprehensive || authots; and stating that he did not in to ex- 














pending controversy. Did they intend to do it? 

And, if so, when? How long did they satend to 
| speak to empty benches? How long did they intend 
| to flood the country with pamphlets and speeches ? 
| Who here was in favor of compromise? If a single 
member was 80, he had not yet seen him. The 
| South was disposed to settle upon any reasonabie 

terms. If she presented a plan, the North ob- 

jected. If the South asked the North for a plan, 
| the answer was, that there was but one plan—thac 
hereafter no slave State should, upon any condi- 
tions, be admitted into the Union. Whilst the 
South desired any just and equimbie settlement, 
there was not, in his opinion, the slightest dispo- 
sition in the lower House to settle the question 
upon any terms. The North had taken the posi- 
tion that never, under any circumstances, should 
another State be admitted into the Union, except 
under a constitution which should reject slavery. 
The South, therefore, had ceased to expect any- 
| thing in the shape of a fair and equitable adjusi- 


= ——— 


ment. Anxious as he was for a compromise, he 
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had jittle or no hope that any could be effected. 


THE CONG 


For his own part, he was not in favor of the Pres- | 


ident’s proposition, but he was in favor of some- 
thing like it. ne 
provement on the proposition of General Cass in 
the Nicholson letter. He (Mr. Mc.) was notin 
favor of either. 
territories had no right to settle the question of 
slavery within their limits, until they were pre- 
pared to come as States into the Union. New 
Mexico was not qualified to form a State consti- 
tution. Her people consisted of a mixed breed, 


not familiar with our inatitions, not indoctrina- | 


ted with our principles, and, consequently, not in 


own citizens, They showld go into territorial pu- 
pilage. Sowith Utah. Her people were not pre- 


He thought that the people of the | 


| 


pared to govern themselves,and he was opposed to | 


their admission. Let them be taken care of, and 
put ander proper tuition until, having grown up un- 


der our institutions, they should be qualified tocome | 


into the Union. They were entitled to some gov- 
ernment, and to that extent he opposed the Presi- 


dent's plan, and sustained that of the compromise | 
There was, however, much in the | 


committee, ' 
plan of that committee to which he was opposed, 
and in the course which he should adopt here, he 


intended to follow no lead, but to act and to vote | 
only in accordance with that which he believed to | 
If the North would accept California | 


be right. 
with her free constitution and her extended boun- 
daries, and would give territorial governments to 
Utah and New Mexico, that would be a compro- 
mise to which he would assent. It was probable 
that even California, with her vast variety of 
tongues, and her varied and conflicting interests, 
might not be altogether qualified to come into the 
Union. It was possible that she might form a 
troublesome, an unreliable, and a wild member 





of the Confederacy. One such neighbor we might | 
perhaps get along with; but if we had a batch of | 


them on our borders, he knew not how soon re 
rious trouble might come, or how long it might be 
before we should have a rival Republic there. 
Mr. McL. then proceeded to speak in opposition 
to that portion of the compromise plan which pro- 
osed to give ten millions of dollars to Texas for 
ber boundary claim. Though originally among 
the number of those who believed that the 
boundary extended only to the Nueces, yet her 
claim to the Rio Grande, from its mouth to its 
eource, had, he contended, been asserted and main- 
tained by this Government, and he, for one, would 
not stultify the Government now by its repudiation. 
He was in favor of giving to Texas all the bound- 
ary she had ever claimed. 


warned the South to cease their efforts to extend 
slavery by the action of the General Government; 


|| affirming that in this they set a precedent which 
That proposition was a liule im- | 


the Abolitionists could claim in their efforts to 
abolish it—the same principle being involved in 
both cases. 

He maintained the people of California, having 
framed for themselves a constitution, Republican 
in its forms and regulating the question of slavery, 
that they were entitled to admission as a State, 
and that the people of the remaining territories 
shoutil be left in like manner to act for themselves. 
Though not an alarmist, he deprecated the excite- 


|| ment and dissensions that had arisen between the 
a condition to be placed on equal terms with our | 


different sections and considered that if allowed to 
progress, they mast seriously endanger the pros- 
perity and the stability of the Union. Heappealed 
to all parties to pause, unitedly to breast the storm, 
and harmoniously settle the pending difficulties by 
doing justice to all sections. 

Mr. A. having concluded— 

Mr. TUCK obtained the floor, and yielded toa 
motion by 

Mr. FOWLER, that the committee rise. 

Which being adopted, the committee rose and 
reported, 

On motion by Mr. VENABLE, 

Ordered, That the proposition submitted, to-day, by the 
gentieman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,) be printed, 

The House, on motion by Mr. TUCK, ad- 
journed, re 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &¢., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


By Mr. WOOD: A memorial from Homer Everett and 40 
others, citizens of Fremont, in the county of Sandusky, 
praying Congress to give to the authorities of enid town full 
juri diction over the unsold strip of Government land, on 
the bank of Sandusky river, in the original surveyed town 
of Crogansvillee, with authority to sell the same,and apply 
the proceeds of the snme to the schools of said town, 

By Mr. BOW LIN: The petition of Lather M. Kennett and 


|| 63 others, citizens of St. Louis, Missouri, praying for the 


This point in the | 


controversy, however, was but another phase of | 


the one great question which was agitating the 
country—that was to say, whether this territory 
should be slave territory or free. He then an- 
nounced his intention to notice some of the areu- 
ments which had been advanced in the course of the 
debate; but, preliminarily, invited the Chairman 
to inform him how much of the hour was yet re- 
maining. 

The CHAIRMAN said, four minutes. 

Mr. McLEAN, manifesting almost as much 
astonishment as if a small thunderbolt had hit 
him, said he must then forego that portion of his 
remarks, and in the midst of a good-humored 
notice which he was taking of a portion of the 
speech made on a former day by Mr. Cornwin— 

The hammer fell. 

Mr. HOAGLAND obtained the floor, and yield- 
ad te a motion by 

Mr. HARALSON that the committee rise. 

The mation being rejected — 

Mr. HOAGLAND resumed the floor, and pro- 
ceeded to address the committee. He took a 

ing notice of the compromise plan proposed 

y Mr. McCrernann, and declared his unwill- 
ingness to support it. To the proposition to 
pay Texas ten millions of dollars, he could 
not subscribe, He did not undertake to say that 
she had no clainn to the Ccisputed territory, but 
whatever it might be, he thought it should be pre- 
sented and adjudicated in the name of Texas, and 
not be allowed to embarrass the admission of Cali- 
fornia. 
their impracticable schemes and 
could not go as far as some others for compromise. 
He held the doctrine of non-intervention—non- 
interference by Congress with the local rights 
and laws of the citizens of the territories. He 


erection of a-custom-bouge at the city of St. Louis, of suf- 
ficient capacity to hold the several offices of the United 
States at that place, and afford greater security for their 
archives. 


Also, the petition of George Knapp and 105 other citi- 
zens of St. Lonis, Missouri, alsn praying for the erection of 
a custem-house ot the city of St. Louis, &e. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of John A. Ragan, praying 
Congress to take measures to render the lakes productive. 


IN SENATE. 
W epnespay, June 5, 1850. 

Mr. WALKER. Before proceeding with the 
business of the day, I wish to call the attention of 
the Senate to an error, in the published report of 
the **Union”’ of this morning, of some remarks 
which I made on Monday on the compromise bill. 
I am reported to have said : 

“T believe that the biH introduced by-the Committee of 
Thirteen, anxious as Tum for its passage, should be retained 
as near the form in which it was introduced as possible.” 

1 made no expression of my anxiety for the 
pussage of this bill. I find that I am correetly 
reported in the “Intelligencer’’ thus : 


«T would prefer the bill as it now stands, neither estab- 
lishing nor prohibiting slavery, but having no expression in 
the bill on the subject; and if the Committee of Thirteen are 
anxious for the passage of the bill, they will do well to keep 
it as nearly in its original form as possible,” &e. 


I spoke of the anxiety of the committee and not of 


|| myownanxiety. Whatever my private individual 


| 


opinions on the subject of this bill may be, I do 
not feel myself at liberty to express any anxiety 
for its passage. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
of the State of Illinois, asking that no State ma 
hereafter be admitted into the Union whose consti- 
tution does not expressly prohibit slavery within 
its limits. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the same State, 
asking that s!avery may be prohibited by law in 
the Territories of the United States. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the same State, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 
ebolished in the District of Columbia or the seat 
of Government removed therefrom; all of which 


He was no Abolitionist; he condemned several petitions were ordered to lie on the table. 
purposes; but he | 


| 
| 


Mr. MILLER presented two memorials of phy- 
sicians and members of medical associations, and 
other citizens of New Jersey, asking that the rank 
of medical officers of the navy may be assimilated 
by law with that of officers of the like grade in 
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the medical department of the army; which were 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a memorial of phy. 
ricians residing in the State of Connecticut, ask. 
ing that the rank of the medical officers of the 
navy may be assimilated to those of like grade n 
the army ; which was reterred to the Committee op 
Naval Affairs. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. BORLAND. fam instructed by the Com. 
mittee on Printing, to which was referred the mo. 
tion to print the following sul jects: 

The Report of the Secretary of the Interior of 
the 231 April, accompanied by a report of W, 
Cary Jones on the land titles of Califorma, 

Report of the Secretary of the Interior of the 
28:h May, with translations and reports of all ihe 
documents which accompanied the report of W. 
Cary Jones; 

he motion by Mr. Tuawey that the report of 
Thomas Butler King, special agent to California 
communicated by the President to the House of 
Representatives, be printed; 

To report in favor of printing said reports, and 
that two thousand five handred copies, in addition 
to the usual number, be printed. 

At the time the report made by Mr. Jones 
was referred to the committee, a motion was made 
to print in the same way the report of Thomas 
Butler King, relating to the same subject. The 
committee has considered the subject referred to 
them, but they have delayed making their report 
until some additional papers could be furnished in 
connection with the report of Mr. Jones. At the 
request of the Senate, these additional papers have 
been submitted, and the committee now report in 
favor of printing all the papers. 

Under the circumstances, perhaps I should state 
that the report of Mr. King is not before the Sen. 
ate in manuscript; but it is before the other House, 
and has been printed, and copies have been circy- 
lated; and therefore the Senate are aware of its 
character. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to inquire of the chairman 
of the Committee on Printing if he has ascertained 
the prices that will be charged for this printing. 
There are five or six classes of printing, for which 
there are specific prices, and I wish to inquire if 
this comes under either of those classes, or 
whether it is to be paid for at another and a inost 
exorbitant rate. 

Mr. BORLAND. The committee have not 
made any estimate of what the price will be. The 
contract fixes the prices at which the different 
classes of printing shall be done, and it is not com- 
petent for the committee to contract for the print- 
ing, or to enter into any examination of thai ques- 
tion. That is a question to be decided when the 
printing is done, and the bills of the printers are 
broughtin. When the bilis come before the com- 
mittee, it will be ascertained whether the charges of 
the printer are in conformity with his contract. | 
will be difficult for the commirtee to de: ide until 
the printing is done, and the bills are brouvht in. 

Mr. HALE, What led me to ask the question 
is, that | hold in my hand the contract for print- 
ing, and Senators will see that there are certain 
kinds of printing—bills, reports, &c.,—which are 
classed, and there are five of these classes. Then 
there is a general provision that all other printing, 
which is not included in these classes, shal! be paid 
at a certain rate. The construction which has 
been given to that provision by the public prirte:s 
is, that this pamphlet, which | hold in my hand, 
did not come under any of these five classes; and 
they made the price amount to some thirty-eight 
thousand dollars for printing ten thousand copies. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. How much? 

Mr. HALE. Thirty-eight thousand dollars! 
That was the contract price as the printers con- 
strued it! But some of those who were interested 
thought it was “rather high,”—[langhter]— 
perhaps rather higher than the Senate would be 
willing to give, and they said they were not will- 
ing to accept more than twelve thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. [Renewed laughter.} And that 
sum was paid. Now, if these are printed 
in the same way, they will fall u the same de- 
nomination of printing with this pamphlet, and 
the printing will cost more than one hundred 
thousand dollars. | submitted some time ago a 


resoluti whieh the Senate, inquiring 
from the Printing Gini how tach of the 
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came under the rule which allowed sach | after fail 10 execute any printing for the Senate in due time public printing at this time, but is of the class of 





Primmand | think it will be prudent not to order 
my more printing which does not come underone || 
of the five or six classes, until we have received a || 
it from that committee, and we know what we | 
ne pay for what we order. 

Mr. BORLAND. _ The statement made by the 
Senator from New Hampshire is correct, as | un- 
derstand it, a8 the committee have ascertained | 

while making inquiries for the purpose of prepar- 
ing an answer to the resolution of the Senator || 
from New Hampshire. That report is nearly || 
ready, and will be made to the Senate within a |) 

few days, embracing all the facts. 


i ' 


It is proper || 
that | should say that this large sum of thirty- | 
seven or eight thousand dollars, which was re- | 
duced to twelve thousand five hundred dollars, was |, 
not a charge which came before the Committee on 
Printing. {t was done before the present Commit. | 
tee on Printing was raised; but the committee, | 
having inquired into the matter, will make a report | 
within a few days. Iwill say, however, that in 

} 


} 


my opinion, 8 that of the Committee on Print- 

ing, there is no printing which can be ordered by 

the Senate that does not come property within one | 
or the other of the five classes included in the con- | 
tract. think, as T understand the contract, that || 
it embraces every kind of printing which can be || 
ordered by the Senate, and that it provides for all 

the printing at low prices—prices not to exceed | 
the ordinary price for printing done in this eity || 
and elsewhere. 1 think, in all the cases provided | 
for, the prices are below the usual prices charged || 
by printers. This is my opinion, and 1 do not || 
think that any such extravagant price as the Sena- || 
tor supposes could be charged, and certainly if it || 
was charged ii would not be allowed by the Com- | 
mittee on Printing. 


Mr. BENTON. 


| 





I would inquire of the Senator 


from New Hamshire, who seems to know some- || 


thing about the document which he holds in his 
hand, whether it had been previously printed as a 
common document; and, if so, at how much? 

Mr. HALE. That I.cannot say. 1 think not, 
however. 

Mr. BORLAND. I can answer the question. 
It was printed as a common document, and { think | 
the price was less than two hundred dollars for 
the ordinary number of 1,250 copies. 


| 





Mr. BENTON. That is the point precisely. || 


It was previously printed as acommon documert, | 
under the known rules of the Senate, and one 
thousand two hundred and fifty copies cost less 
than $200, and yet afterwards, when it was re- 
printed, with some few words added to it, ten 
thousand copies came to $33,000, which, however, 
was generously reduced to $12,500! which was | 
twelve times as much as it was worth. But what 
] rose for was this; We ere in the fog respecting 


| 
} 


’ 


our printing; and not only in the fog, but we are | 
on the rocks also. 
We cannot see what it is to cost, nor can we get | 


' work. 
| moment, we should go on and have our printing 


i| with twenty five hundred. 


|} whole ground, and, if it is adopted, the treasury 


er proper oner, and according to contract, then, in every 
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caer, past and future, it shall be the duty af the @ = | printing which he shows to have coat over three 


of the Senate to procure such printing te be done immedi- | 
ately by some printer or printers, and allow aveech printer or 
printers the price paid in 1819, with a reduction of twenty 
per cent. on that price, requiring the printing to be done in | 
the same style of workmanship.” | 


Mr. BENTON. I submitted that as a business | 
paper, as a business proceeding, steering clear of | 
all questions of abuses, to enable us to do onr | 
It is my opinion, if it were adopted at this 

| 


done, and know what we are abant. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
printing the report. 
Mr FOOTE. Is thenumber left blank ? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. BORLAND. 


It is. 
T propose to fill the blank | 


The motion waa agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
curs on concurring in the report of the committee. | 

Mr. HALE. On that question’! call for the | 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I wish ta ask the chair- | 
man of the Committee on Printing in what style 
this printing is to be done, and whether he is in- | 
formed as to the probable cost? ‘ 

Mr. BORLAND. They are to be printed in 
the usual style of publie documents. As fo the 
price, I cannot tell. I suppose it will not be a 
very expensive document. 

Mr. BENTON. I am against ordering any 
public printing, unless | know what it will cost, 


dollars per copy, when it should have cost less 
than a dollar. 

Mr. HAMLIN. That is the very point in the 
case. The Senator from New Hampshire is mia- 
taken. These papers are communicated to us 
from a department, and by us are ordered 16 be 
printed; and they come within the terms of the 
law and the contract. That is the fact about it. 

Mr. BORLAND. There is a mistake, which a 
single word will explain. This is nota case like 
the one alluded to by the Senator from New 
Hampshire at all. tris a case of ordinary print- 
ing. It is a communication from one of the de- 


|| partments, and the proposition is, that the print- 


ing shali be done in the common way. The case 
alluded to by the Senator from New Hampshire 
is one totally diferent. The pamphiet to which 
he refers was a decision of the Supreme Court, 
and from the peculiar wording of the resolucion 
relating to the public printing, the public priaters 
supposed they had a right to make a different 
charge for that work. That was not a document 
of the same soit which it is now proposed to print. 
This is a document coming from the Secretary of 
the Interior, one of the ordinary character, and 
coming within the terms of the contract, and is to 
be printed m the ordinary manner. 

Mr. HALE. I did not undertake to say whether 
it came under this class or not, I simply said, it 
became us to know whether it was or was not 


| within one of these five classes, or whether it was 





and when it will be done. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The report of the committee 
is not satisfactory to my mind. The disclosure 
made by the Senator from New Hampshire shows 
| that there is a prodigal waste of the public money 
| in the printing of such documents. Here is print- 
ing done without any law, which cost about three 
| dollars per copy, when, if it had been printed un- 

der a contract, it could have been done, I venture 
| to say, for twenty-five cents per copy. Thisisn 
document that F wish to see printed; but until 
there is some data, some principle established, by 
which to pay for such a work, | am unwilling to 
| order the printing of any more public docamenta, 
| and I shall resist all propositions to print books or 
documents, of any size, until there is some fixed law 
to pay for the work. agree with the Senator fram 
Missouri. His resolution, I think, will cover the 








will be safe. But, as it is, 1 consider it unsa‘e; 


I move to lay the motion to print upan the table. 
Mr. BENTON,. I hope the Senator will with- 
draw that motion for a moment. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I will do so, if the Senator | 


desires it. 





anything done. Now, to relieve the Senate from 
that condition, and to enable the Senate to have its 
printing done for the purpose for which the pub- 
he printing was originally instituted—to enable us 
to do business, and not te make fortunes for print- 
ers—I submitted a resolution a month ago, which 
did not get much favor: The resolution was de- 
signed to steer clear of all these questions about the 
abuses which had taken place, and which may take 
place, and provide a permanent remedy for the 
whole. It was to adopt one single clause of the 
resolution of 1819, which clause will authorize our 
Secretary, when the printing has been ordered by 
the Senate, if it could not be done by the public 
printer, to go and have it done by somebody else, 
no matterwhom. Thatresolution wes submitted, 
requiring that the printing that had been ordered, 
and the printing that may be ordered, and which 
was not executed when needed, should be caused 
to be done by the Secretary of the Senate, 1 care 
not by whom. There are half  uczen good print- 
ing establishments in this cily that can do our 
work, and will do our work, and put it upen our 
Sees oat ee ae ee Siena 
twenty per cent. w the price pai 19, @ 
still leave them a seaueaee e ion, 
which every workman ought to have. My reso- 
lution was to that effect. 
me the favor to read it? 

The Secretary read it as follows : 

“ Resolved, That in all eases in which the printers for the 
Senate of we present es have failed! or shall here- 


We can neither see nor move. | Mr. BENTON. 
} 


words. Mr.Jones made his report, and as he 


| Gideon’s, and got a thousand copies printed at his 
own expense for distribution, 1 think that by to- 
morrow I can get the bill from Mr. Gideon, which 
will show what was the cost of printing the works 
for Mr. Jones, I can also produce a copy of the 
document, and we shall then have something to go 
by as to price, ny and workmanship. 
Mr. HAMLIN, I have but a single word to 
say on this subject. It seems to me that Senators 
| are under a great misapprehension in relation to 
| the printing of this document. It has been com- 
municated by a department, and if ordered to be 
| printed, it will be printed like all other documents 
under the law regulating the style of printing and 
| the work. There is no ambiguity about it such as 
the Senator from Indiana supposes. | think there 
is no foundation for the objections which have heen 
made. We know what it will cost precisely, and we 
know the style in which the work is to be done. 
It is like all other documents. 1 interpose no 








} 


tion to them. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
ator from New Ham 
that the printing 
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and for the purpose of disposing of this question, || ss 
P ! < 49 ’ || receiving eo large a sum, and consented to receive 


I desire to say but a few | 


| 
1 


waa not disposed to wait one or two years for the | 
public printer to print it, and as he had no idea of | 
trusting his report in the hands of those printers | 
to print without his revision, he went to Mr. | 


objection to its lying over another day; but I do 
interpose serious objection to these charges, thus 
vee tae ae |l gratuitously made, without any point or specifica- 
i! 1 am not mistaken, if the Sen- | 

hire be correct, in stating | 
this report does not come | 
under any one of the five rules which control the |! 


of a class for which they might charge at the rate 
of thirty-seven thousand dollars for printing ten 
thousand copies. That was done under the filth 


|| class. 


A Senator. Oh, no. 

Mr. HALE. Somebody says, Oh, no.” I 
say it was so. You will find stated on the twenty- 
fifth page of the pamphlet the various kinds of 
printing to be done, and then comes this general 
clause, under which this charge was made, for all 
other matter not above enumerated. Under that 
clause a construction was put upon this work; 
instead of two dollars per hundred copies, they 
construed it to mean two dollars per page for one 
hundred copies; that was done under the fifth class 
of the printing of the Senate. 

A Senator. Did they establish the rule? 

Mr. HALE. I am asked if they established 
the rule for themselves. They did establish it for 

themselves, and, under it, charged $37,000; but 
one of the individuals interested, addressed a let- 
ter to the Secretary of the Senate, and o! jected to 


only $12 500! My impression is, that « fair price 
for the work, os I read the contract, would have 
400. 

Mr. FOOTE. I do not rise to stop debate upon 
this subject, but as | am satisfied that some arrange- 
ment will be made at an early day by which the 
printing will be done satisfactorily, I think we may 
postpone this matter for the present. |] move, 
therefore, in consequence of the necessity of con- 
sidering other pressing and important matters, 
that this subject be iid wpon the table fur the 


been about 





i 
it 
| 


HOUR OF MEEWNG. 


Mr. BADGER. k: is very obvious to every 
gentleman in the Senate, that the business ef the 
Senate absolutely requires that we should meet at 
an earlier hour than twelve o’clock. We have 
now arrived at a period when it is usnal to meet 
earlier. That usage is enforced upon us by the 
basiness of the Senate. 
lowing reso}ution: 

Ordered, That from and after thie day, the daity honr of 


the meeting of the Senate shall. until otherwise ordered, be 
eleven o'clock, a. m. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution lies 
over one day under the rules. 

Mr. CLAY. I rise to ask that the resolution 
may be adopted by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HALE. 1 object. 

So the motion was laid over one day. 
DEBATES IN THE CALIFORNIA CONVENTION. 

Mr. WALKER. On the 15th of April last, a 
resolution was adopted by the Senate, directing 
the Secretary of the Senate to purchase two thou- 
sand copies of the debates of the California Con- 
vention, with a proviso that the same should be 


resent. 
| The motion was agreed to. 
| 


~~ 


I therefore offer the fol- 
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furnished at a rate not exceeding the price at 
which it shall be furnished to subscribers. The 
publisher of the book says that there are no sub- 
acribers, and there ia nothing, therefore, to guide 
the Secretary in estimating the price of the book. 
The publisher has fixed his price, and charges two 
dollars per copy for it. The Committee on Con- 
tingent Expenses has been consulted by the Sec 


retary of the Senate, and though | do not offer the || 
reaolution which I present as from the Committee | 


on Contingent Expenses, | believe | have their 


concurrence, for | have no doubt the price is ex- || 
I have a letter from the pub- || 
lisher, Mr. Brown, which concludes in this man- 


travagantly high. 


ner: 
“ I have only a word to say, in conclusion—that whatever 


the result may be, and whatever the loss may be to myself, | 
fi have fixed my terms, and shall not, under any considera- || 


tion, depart from them.”’ 


As a member of the committee—and, as I be- || 


lieve, other members of the committee agree—I 
think it is an exorbitant and extravagant price, 
and that the Senate will not be justified in paying 


that price fom such a book, which is not adapted | 


for general circulation. With that view I offer the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the resolution of the Senate, adopted the || 


15th day of April last, authorizing the purchase from Jolin 
Eoes Brown of wo thousand copies of the Debates in the 
California Convention be, and the same is hereby, re- 
scinded,”’ 

Mr. BENTON. Did I understand the Senator 
to say, that two dollars was the price charged for 
that work? 

Mr. WALKER. Yes, sir; that is the price. 


Mr. BENTON. Why here is a work, which || 
I hold in my hand, [holding up Hickey’s United || 


States Constitution,| the price of which is one 
dollar. A great part of this work is what is 


called * rule and figure work,” the price of which, | 


itis well known, is much higher than common 
lain printing. 
. Mr FOOTE. 
planation with respect to the resolution offered by 
myself authorizing the Secretary of the Senate to 
contract for the debates of the California Conven- 
tion. Asto the form of the resolution, it was 


drawn up ina very cautious and circumspect man- || 
ner by one of our officials, whom I consulted, and || 


who drew it in the customary form. For the ex- 
traordinary price demanded I am not at all respon- 
sible. I say this to acquit myself from all respon- 
sibility with regard toit. [ took it for granted 
that the book was to be sold, and that the price 
for which it was sold to ordinary purchasers 
would be areasonable one. But if the gentleman 
chooses to demand more than is a reasonable price, 
I am not responsible. I think the price is very 
much more than it is worth, though it contains 
much which is valuable for the purpose of under- 
standing the important question under discussion 
here. 

Mr. WALKER asked the unanimous consent 
that the resolution might be considered at this 
time. 


Objection was made, and consequently the reso- || 


lution lies over under the rule. 
MILITARY RECONNOISSANCE. 


Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over under the rule: 


Rosolved, That theSecretary of the Department of War 1] 
furnish the Senate as soon as practicable with a copy of a | 


journal of military reconnoissance from Santa Fé to the 
Navajo country, mude in 1849, by lieutenant J. H. Simpson, 
of the corps of Topographical. Engineers, together with 
copies of the map aud sketches belonging to said recon- 
Hoissance. 


THE CUBAN EXPEDITION. 


Mr. YULEE. I desire to move that the Sen- 
ate take up for consideration the message of the 
President of the United States in relation to the 
Cuban affair. I desire to have it taken up with a 
view to propose its reference to a committee. I do 
not desire to discuss the subject at this time, and if 
any other gentleman wishes to discuss it now, | 
shall agree to postpone the consideration of the 
motion to any convenient time. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I hope the Senator from 
Florida will not press the motion which he has 
submitted. It will be recollected that the Senator 
from lowa has the floor upon the consideration of 
the resolution which was before us yesterday, and 
which 1 trust it is the purpose of the Senate to 
consider rhe in order that final action may be 
had upon it. If this message is taken up, the con- 


I wish to make a personal ex- | 


| sideration of it may lead todebate. If the motion 
|| of the Senator from Florida shall be withdrawn, 
| and the resolution relating to removals from office 
| be taken up, after the remarks of the Senator from 
|| lowa shall be made, I hope a vote may be had 
| upon it. 
|| Mr. YULEE. I do not feel at liberty to with- 
|| draw the motion, because upon the receipt of the 
message it was laid on the table at my motion. 
| Ordinarily it is customary to order the printing of 
| such communications at once; but, as | stated at 
the time, I did not move it, well knowing that if 
once committed to the printer we should probably 
see no more of it till the next session. I have 
therefore thought it my duty to make this motion 
| now, in order that the Senate may have an early 
opportunity to decide the disposition it will prefer 
| to make of the message, 1 will say that lave 
|| examined the papers accompanying the message, 
|| and, however much other gentlemen may differ in 
|, the conclusion after a perusal of them, | cannot help 
| feeling strongly convinced that the proceedings of 
the Executive have been in several respects re- 
| markably violative of the Constitution of the coun- 
try. Ithas appeared to me that the matter ought 
|| not to pass over without notice, and it seemed to 
| me desirable that it should undergo the examina- 
tion of a committee before it is taken up here. It 
is with that purpose that I have asked to take it up 


now. 
| Mr. FOOTE. I wish to inquire if it is to be 
| taken up simply for reference? 
Mr. YULEE. Itis. If any debate arise upon 
| it, | will of course consent to have it passed over. 
Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, I would ask 
the honorable member from Florida how he sup- 
poses that this can pass without debate, after such 
| remarks as he has made. He expressed a very 
|| strong opinion criminative of the course of the 
| Administration. Thatis debate. Every member 
| who entertains the same opinion may express it, 
and all who entertain opposite opinions may ex- 
|| press them. That is debate. I care not how 
| soon this subject shall come up to be discussed. 
|| I rather wish myself, though I am not anxious to 
| enter into debates ordinarily, to set forth what I 
hold the country bound to do, under its obligations 
and stipulations with Spain, and other governments 
|| of Europe, made during the last twenty years. 
|| The declaration of opinion made by the honor- 
|| able member from Florida against the course 
| which the President has taken, and then the dec- 
laration of opinion made by him that this resolu- 
| tion might pass without debate, reminds me of 
|| what occurred in my professional practice many 
}| yearsago. A man, not much experienced in the 
| affairs of this world, had a very important case. 
|| The most eminent counsel in the State were en- 
| gaged. When the first counsel made his very able 
|| argument, the good man said, ‘* It is not necessary 
to say another word; now let the jury go out and 
| decide it.”’ - (Laughter. ) 
| Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I have simply a 
word to say. At the time l had the honor of hear- 
'| ing the very perspicuous speech of the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts, declarative of his 
| views on the question involved, I had thought that 
| it would be necessary for some one differing with 
'| him on that question to present the opposite views. 
1 would state as an additional reason to show that 
a debate, and probably an extended debate, would 
| be likely to spring up on the message of the Pres- 
ident, that the speech of the honorable Senator 
|| from Massachusetts has yet gone unanswered. I 
|| hope, therefore, that the honorable Senator from 
| Florida will see the impropriety of pressing his 
resolution, when a debate is certain to spring up 
|| on it, and particularly when there are other im- 
|| portant vrree to be disposed of, . 
| Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, the question 
| which presented itself to my mind was as to the 
| proper time for discussion on this subject. I have 
{ no doubt that the subject deserves discussion, and 
that it will receive discussion. But if we pass this 
subject over until the whole mass of papers sub- 
mitted can be printed, there can be no examination 
and no discussion at this session. I suppose that, 
by referring the papers to acommittee, they would 
be able to examine and digest them, and report 
upon them in such manner as to place every Sen- 
ator in possession of the facts in the case. Such 
report might be made within a week, and ali the 
facts might be made known. The report might 
|| be printed very soon, and discussion might pro- 


| 
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ceed atonce. My object, therefore, was to mor 
the reference without discussion, in order that dj 
cussion might take place on a knowledge of the 
facts, as they might be ascertained by a co: 
of this body. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I si 
for the purpose of stating that the declaration and 
doctrine of the honorable Senator from Floride 
on the present occasion, is not exactly consisten 
with his doctrine and action on a recent occasion 
on this subject. When the Senator from Floriq 
first introduced this subject, he did not conten: 
himself with simply offering a resolution calling 
for information, but discussed the whole subject 
at large, and gave occasion to the honorable Seno. 
tor from Massachusetts to deliver that speech of 
his alluded to just now, The general views cop. 
tained in that speech are necessary to be answered 
I suppose, by some of us who entertain differen: 
opinions. The honorable Senator from Florida js 
not acting consistently with himself, when he now 
urges us to act upon a subject, and debate it afer. 
wards. His course formerly was, debate first and 
action afterwards. I will, therefore, move to lay 
the whole matter on the table. 

Mr. YULEE. I appeal.to the gentleman from 
Mississippi to withdraw the motion for a moment. 

Mr. FOOTE. | will withdraw it with the up. 
derstanding that I shall have an opportunity of 
renewing it when the honorable Senator shall have 
concluded. 

Mr. YULEE. I perceive that it is the desire 
of Senators to discuss this matter previous to refer. 
ence. I shall not, therefore, press the motion 
now; but I give notice that | shall take the earliest 
convenient opportunity to ask that the subject be 
taken up, either for discussion or reference, as my 
be desired by the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE. I will now renew my motion to 
lay the whole subject on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


Mr. BRADBURY. [ask that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of the order of the 


MMittee 


mply rise 


day. 

Mr. CLAY. Itis with very great regret that | 
rise to express a hope that the Senate will not re- 
sume the subject which was under discussion yes- 
terday. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The subject is not 
now under discussion. The question is: Will the 
Senate now proceed to the consideration of the 
order of the | al 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. CLAY. Yesterday, sir, 1 was in hopes 
that the question would be taken upon this resolu- 
tion. I understood it could be taken in half an 
hour; but, instead of that, a very exciting and 
animated discussion arose, which consumed the 
whole day, and which, if it is to be continued in 
the spirit in which it was conducted yesterday, 
will consume the whole week. If there were any 
practical benefit to result from this measure other 
than that which may have been obtained by the 
discussion of the principle connected with the ex- 
ercise of the power of dismissal and appointment 
to office, I should not be desirous of interposing 
any objection; and | would not now, if I had not 
consulted the Senator from lowa, who said that he 
should not deem it unkind if the subject should be 
laid over to another time. If he had any desire 
to finish his speech to-day, 1 would not have in- 
terposed, but I understand he has not. | have 
myself a wish to ex some of the opinions 
which | hoid upon this resolution, and when I do 
so I wish to do it altogether. ; 

Now, let me suppose the resolution adopted, is 
there a Senator here who believes that any other 
answer. will be returned than that the Executive 
conceives it is not authorized, or rather, 1s re- 
strained by his own vitw of the Constitution from 
making any communication? Does anybody be- 
lieve there will be any other answer? It is, then, 
mere discussion upon a high party topic out of 
time, when there is a question before the country 
on which, perhaps, depends the decision whether 
the Union shall exist so as to foster any party 
and one upon which a painful degree of interest !s 
felt as to its disposal, one way or the other. 
hope, therefore, it will not be the pleasure of the 
Senate to consider that subject further now. 
will therefore move to lay it upon the table, that 
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we may proceed to the consideration of the com- 
promise resolutions. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope the Senator from Ken- 
tucky will withdraw that motion for a moment, 
that [ ma make a single remark. 

Mr. CLAY. 1 will do so, with the understand- 
ing that the Senator from Mississippi will renew 
the metion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Iowa consent to yield the floor? 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. Iam willing to leave the 
matter to the decigion of the Senate, whether I shall 
proceed with my remarks to-day orat a future time. 

Mr. FOOTE. 1 knew perfectly well, that the 
Senator from fowa would agree to withdraw his | 
claim to the floor for to-day. I should be one of 
the last members of the Senate to interfere with 
the rights of the honorable Senator. It would be 
athing the furthest from me, because | was ex- 
ceedingly anxious to hear him, and I should have \| 
listened to him with as much interest as any other 
Senator. I entertain precisely the same views that 
he does upon the whole subject, the same views 
which have been announced repeatedly by the 
Senator from Maine. I have no hesitation in say- 
ing, that if the Senator does desire to occupy our 
attention to-day, and will intimate it, no one will 
present any opposition, that | for one will listen | 
with pleasure. IJ take it for granted, if he does de- | 
sire to speak to-day, he will have no hesitancy in 
saying so; at the same time, I would say, that if 
it were agreeable to him to withhold his remarks 
for a few days, till this other more important sub- | 
ject shall be disposed of, it would be very gratify- | 
ing to me and other Senators. The honorable 
Senator well knows that I called upon him for the | 
special purpose of ascertaining whether he desired 
to address the Senate, and | understood that he did | 
not. But, if he chooses now to address the Sen- | 
ate, | repeat again, I shall listen to him with pleas- 
ure. I hope that when his remarks are closed, 
this subject will be allowed to rest for the present. 
It is out of the question, in my judgment, that we | 
should be compelled to listen here from day to day || 
toa subject which we know to be almost inter- | 
minable, whilst other more important questions | 
are depending before us. 

Mr. DODGE. I have no particular feeling on 
the subject. Iam willing the Senate should make 
such a disposition of the matter as they choose. 

Mr. BENTON. I have a notice to give, and 
it may as well Le given now. We have had the 
consideration of one section of the bill relating to 
California upon our hands for a month. Now it 
isa bill of forty sections, and we have been em- | 
ployed for a month upon one of them. There are || 
other important sections. ‘Then there are the ter- || 
ritories, upon which we have commenced as well 
as upon California herself. And there is a ques- || 
tion connected with Texas. Now, at the rate we || 
get on, spending one month upon one clause in || 
one section, and with other important questions 
connected with other sections, as we know there | 
are, and there being forty sections, it is evident | 
that we are not getting near the close of the sub- || 
ject. I have not spoken a word. I have given | 
the time to others. 1 have sat here, and am ready 
to vote when my name is called; but I go against | 
the whole subject, the whole plan, and I have been | 
waiting for three or four weeks to take a vote upon 
it, for it is votes which are cardinal in their effects; | 
itis votes which go to shape the course of gentle- 
men, and enable them to see through and guide 
their general course upon it. I have been waiting | 




















to have votes taken upon propositions bearing | 
upon the slavery question in several aspects at the || 
present time. Que presented by the Senator from || 
Mississippi, another by the Senator from Alaba- | 
ma, and perhaps some gentleman may move the | 
Wilmot proviso. Now, these are cardinal ques- 
tions, and I prefer that we should have an oppor- 
tunity to come to a conclusion, and know how we 
stand on these leading points. I have refrained 
from saying a word, or making any motion; but 
my mind has been made up that if this week shall 
pass without settling this California question, [ 
shall make a motion to postpose the subject indef- 
initely. Monday next is the day when [ shall | 
make that motion. Till that time I am willing to 
sit and occupy not a moment of the time, but to | 
vote on all questions. I have made these remarks | 
for the of giving notice that on Monday 
next I shall move the indefinite postponement of : 
the whole bill. 
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Mr. CLAY. I thought the Senator from Mis- | 


sissippi was about to renew my motion. 
Mr. FOOTE. I am about to do so if still re- | 
quired. 
wing of the Capitol were such as to make it neces- 
sary to proceed with this subject and decide 
whether we will take this joint plan, or proceed to | 
the consideration of the California question sepa- | 


| rately. I was about to suggest to the Senator from 


I knew that the proceedings in the other || 


| 


} 


Kentucky, and I trust he will receive it in good || 


feeling, a compromise proposition, one of the best, || < dents. 
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through the Senate by the vote we have given xbove, we 
find the following provision reiative to the territorial govern - 
ments therein established, to wit, that the Jegrsiative power 
of the eaid territories — > “ 

*«<* Shall have power to pass any law for the administra 
‘thon of justice in said territory which shall net be repugnant 
* to this act, or inconcistent with the laws and Constiraion 
‘of the United Ftates. But no law shall be passed respert- 
‘ing an establishment of religion, or respecting slavery, oF 
‘interfering with the primary disposal of the soil; and ao 
* tax shall be imposed upen the property of the United States; 
* nor shall the lands or other property of non-residents be 
‘taxed higher than the lands or other property of resi- 
All the laws shall be submitted to the Congress 


I believe, which the nature of the case admits of. || ‘ of the United States, and, if disapproved, shall be null and 


It is to propose that the Senator from fowa be | 


heard, as he desires to be, to-day. He is prepared || 


now to address us, and I propose, at the close of 
his speech that we take up this subject and con- | 
tinue it till we get through it. I find it will be 
gratifying to him to make his speech to-day, and 
if the Senator from Kenwucky will release me from | 
my obligation I shall be glad, that the Senator 

from lowa be allowed to go on with his speech, if 

other gentlemen will say before I resign the floor | 
that afterwards no further debate shall take place | 
to-day upon that subject, and that it shall lie over | 


* void.’ 

“Such is the Clayton compromise, as far as the slavery 
question is concerned, and for which the gentlemen whose 
names we have ziven, recorded their votes, about 8 o’clock, 
a. m., on Thursday, July the 27th, 1848. 

“Let us now examine the provision touching slavery 
embodied in the proposed adjustinent, which some of those 


|| same gentlemen now oppose with bitter vehemence. I 


| reads as follows, applying to Utah and New Mexico: 


“ ¢ And be ut further enacted, That the legislative power 


| * of the territory shall extend to ali rightful subjects of legis. 


for another day. Unless there can be such an un- | 


derstanding, | feel bound to make the motion to 
postpone the subject that we may take up the ad- 
justment- bill. The Senator from Maine can say 
at once whether he is willing that no further de- 
bate shall take place this morning. Otherwise, he | 
knows that an interminable debate may spring up. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I do not propose to say a 
single word further. I believe a vote can be had 
on the resolution to-day. I think there will be | 


little if any debate after the Senator from lowa || 
I shall not say a single | 


shall close his remarks. 
word myself. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the Senator will allow me, 
I will suggest that if the Senator from Iowa shell 
speak to-day, I apprehend the debate will not 
I shall probably wish to be heard, and | | 
am authorized to say that it will be entirely agreeg- 


ble to the Senator from lowa to yield the floor for | 


to-day, and he and myself will then take our 
chance to be heard some day next week. , 

Mr. FOOTE. I will make the motion then to 
lay this subject on the table for the present. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


Union, to establish Territorial Governments for 
Utah and New Mexico, and making proposals to 
Texas for the establishment of her western and 
nothern boundaries. 


Mr. TURNEY said: Mr. President, my object 
is not so much to discuss the particuler merits of | 


the amendments as it is to notice an article relating 
to myself, and others who act with me, which ap- 
peared in the ** Union’? of yesterday. I, with 


others, am arraigned before the country as being || 
opposed to this bill, upon the simple ground of the | 
particular provision which it is proposed by the | 


Senator from Mississippi to amend. Butl will 
read an extract of the article. It says: 


* itis well know that the Clayton compromise received 
the votes of the strict State-rights inen from the South in the 


Senate and in the House of Representatives ; that the mass | 
of southern politicians, without distinction of party, voted | 


against Mr. Stephens’s motion to lay it on the table; that 
in the House of Representatives but eight southern men 
sustained that motion—all of them Whigs—and that the 
South fully and entirely sustained the compromise, and de- 
nounced those who aided the North in defeating it as traitors 


to her cause. That compromise was passed to its third | 


reading in the Senate of the United States by the following 
vote. We ask particular attention to the names recorded : 


“The yeas were: Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Benton, | 


Berrien, Borland, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Clayton, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Foote, 
Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Jotinsen of Maryland, Johnson 
of Lousiana, Johnson of orgie, King, Lewis, Manzum, 
Mason, Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Tur- 
ney, Wescott, and Yulee. 

“ Among the nays we see the names of Messrs. Baldwin, 
Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dix, Hale, and 
Niles, the Van Buren Free-Soiler. These men are con- 
sistent. How comes it, then, that Messrs. Borland, Butler, 
Davis of Mississippi, Hunter, Mason, Turney, and Yulee, 
vote with them now? But we anticipate, and therefore ask 
two other questions. They are— 

‘1. What propositions relative to slavery were these 
ermienes voting for in eee “ - 

“2. What proposition ve to slavery is now i 
= the a Legistature ? - ae 

*“ We will answer these questions by stating the provis- 
ions touching slavery in the new territories, embodied in the 


Clayton neh rae stating the 
|| Clay comprom by ng provisions 


touching the same 
ment now before 


“ Looking to the 


ed in the plan of adjust- 





* Jation consistant with the Constitution of the United Staves 
‘and the provisions of this act; but no law shall be passed 
‘interfering with the primary disposal of the soil, nor frre- 
‘ spect lo African slavery; no tax shall be imposed upon the 
* property of the United States; nor shall the lands or other 
| ‘property of non-residents be taxed higher than the jands or 


* other property of residents. All the laws passed Dy the 
| § legislative assembly and governor shall be submitted to the 
* Congress of the United States, and, if disapproved, shali be 


| €null and of no effect.’ 

‘* Now, we ask our readers to compare this provision with 
that we have quoted from the Clayton compromise of 1848, 
and tell us the difference between them, so far as the ques- 
tion of slavery is concerned. We have compared thin 
carefully, for the purpose of detecting any discrepaney ; and 
after mature deliberation, we can see nothing, except that 
the Clayton compromise forbids the passage of any law * re- 
specting slavery,’ while the proposed adjustment forbids the 
passage of any law ‘in respect to African slavery.’ We 
must confess it requires better eyes, or worse than ours, to 
see any real difference between the two proVivions.”’ 


I propose to show that this allegation is palpa- 
bly untrue. In fact, so far as the reason of my 
opposition is concerned, I assert it to be positively 
untrue, Although lam in favor of the amend- 
ment proposed by the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi, yet if that amendment should fail, 


|| and other important amendments be made, I wil 


| give my vote for the bill, however important f re- 
gard the amendment of the Senator from Missie- 
‘sippi. 

The editor of the Union places himself before 


: ; || the country as a sort of high-priest of the Demo- 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of | y But 


; : : : , \| cratic party, and proposes to read out of it certain 
| the bill to admit California as a State into the party Prop 


| members of that party because they choose not to 

obey his dictation and commands; because they 

choose to think and act for themselves; because 
| they choose to represent their constituents and not 

represent Mr. Ritchie. In that article he has print- 
ed the vote on what is called the Clayton compro- 
| mise bill, which passed this body two years ago, 
and very correctly places my vote in favor of its 
passage. And he then propounds the interroga- 
| tory, ‘* what is there in this bill in relation to the 
great question of slavery that was not in the bill 
for which these gentlemen voted two years ago?’’ 
| He then goes on, and attempts to show that the 

two bills are precisely the same, and that there is 
in fact but the difference of one word, according 
| to his account. He professes to give an account 

from the record, which I shal] show before { have 
done to be palpably untrue. What are the difler- 
ences, then, in point of fact between this bill and 
the one for which I voted, the ** Clayton compro- 
mise bill,’ two years ego? Why, sir, that was 
| exclusively a territorial bill. This isa territo- 
rial bill and a State bill—a bill to admit a State as 
well as to provide governments for the territories. 
The former was nothing more nor less than a 


|| territorial bill; and its only provision was to create 


} 
} 
i 


territorial governments for the territories of Oregon, 
| California and New Mexico. That bill was found- 
| ed, inmy judgment, upon the non-interference 
| doctrine fully and completely, and prevented the 
| territorial government from Tiilating upon the 
| subject of excluding slavery from the territories, 
| leaving the rights of the southern people depend- 
ant upon the constitutional laws of the United 
| States, upon which we were then and are now per- 
feetly willing to risk our rights. If we have no 
constitutional rights, there is no use in saying any- 
| thing about the matter, as I have no hopes of any 
| justice at the hands of the North. But if we have 
constitutional rights, we desire that they should 
be protected and given tous. The Clayton com- 
promise bill did this. It stood upon the non-inter- 


compromise, which passed ll vention doctrine. It provided a speedy remedy 
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for the adjustment of the question whether slavery 
should or should not exist in the territories, That 
bill left the matter to the Supreme Court, and thus 


every right given by the Constitution was com- | 


pletely secured to the South, 


How is it in relation to the bill now before us? || 


For | propose to respond ve 
rogatory put by the would 
Democratic party. 


briefly to the inter- 
high-priest of the 


taining the identical territory to which the Clay- 
ten bill gave a territorial government, and embra- 


cing wll the territory which | regard to be of much | 


consequence or importance, with a provision pro- 
hibiting slavery within the limits of that State. But 


if that were all, the Lill would not be so very objec- | 


tionable, But, further, what is the measure indo 
thewsupport of which Mr. Ritche tries to whip the 


Democratic party in this body? This bill includes | 


territory enough within the limits of the proposed 


State of California to constitate at the lowest cal- || 
culation three States, one or tao of them south of | 
the Missouri compromise line, 36° 30’. And this, | 


too, when it is proposed that this State of Califor- 


nia, with this immense boundary, shall be admitted, || 


not for the purpose of its remaining one State, for 
no man contemplates any such thing. None be- 


lieve that California is to remain for all time to | 
The | 
friends of the bill contemplate no such thing. The || 


come one State, with such immense limits. 


chairman of the committee that reported this bill 


has proclaimed to the Senate and to the country, | 


that at a subsequent period, whenever it may be 
deemed necessary, other States may be admitted 
frum the Siate of California, In the mean time the 
constitution of that State is to answer the important 
purpose of the Wilmot proviso to the surplus ter- 
ritory within that State. That constitution is to 
prohibit slavery, and make it perfectly certain that 


whatever Staies may be formed out of California, || 


they will come into the Union as free States; for 
it is provided by the Constitution of the United 


States thai no State shall be divided into two or | 


more States without the assent of suid State. It 
would then require the assent of both States—that 


is, of the people forming the new State to be ad- | 
mitted from California as well as of the people of || 
The State of California | 


the State of California. 
would never give her consent to forming a slave 
State out of her territory, after she herself had 
been admitied asa free State. 
so far as the admission cf California is concerned, 
with her present boundaries, it is nothing less than 


the Wilmot proviso in its most effective, and there- | 


fore mest odious and offensive form. Offensive, 
because, being in the form of a State, we cannot 


teat its constitutionality, as we could and wouldde , 


if applied to a territorial government, and yet the 
effect, if not the exclusive object, is to exclude 
slavery from territory hereafier to be admitted as 
a State or States. There is, then, some difference 
between the Clayton compromise bill, and that 


now before us, called by Mr. Ritche ‘the adjust- || 


ment.” 
The Clayton compromise bill left Texas the en- 


joyment of her rightful boundaries. [t only pro- || 


posed to provide governments for the territories of 
Ovegon, California, and New Mexico. 

The Clayton compromise bill did not propose to 
purchase from Texas some ten degrees of territo- 


ry, and enengh of it south of 36° 30’ to form at | 


least two additional States, which, if permitted to 


remain in the State of Texas, would remain slave | 
territory, and which, if admittad into the Union || 


from the State of Texas, will inevitably be admit- 
ted as slave States. But if we take them from 


under the constitution of Texas, and put them into | 


a territory subject to the Wilmot proviso, we 
would enlarge the subject of contention, and they 
will be finally admitted as free States. Here is a 
preposition, then, which did not exist in the Clay- 
ton compromise bill, of taking from under a slave 
constitution ten Cegrees of territory, and convert- 
ing it into free soil, There was no such proposi- 
tion as that in the Clayton compromise bill. And 
what further ia there in this bill? True, the 
amount of money to be paid for converting this 


slave territory into free territory is left blank—ten | 


or fifteen millions will, perhaps, be proposed. It 
is, then, propdsed to make the people of the South 
pay ten or fifteen millions—and pay it for what 
purpose ? for what benefit? In order that this im- 
mense territory shall be taken from them and con- 


How does this bill stand? | 
Why, sir, there is a provision for the admission of | 
a State into the Union, and that State, too, con- | 


| take it, then, that |! 


i 
| verted into free territory. Mr. Ritchie can see 
|| nothing in‘all this; he cannot, for his life, perceive 
| any difference between this bill and the Clayton 
|| compromise bill, 
Mr. Patchie publishes an extract from the Clay- 
| ton conpromise bill, and then from the bill now 
| under consideration. The extract which he pub- 
|| lishes from the Clayton compromise bill, reads as 
follows: 

“No law shall be passed respecting the establishment of 


religion, or respecting slavery, or interfering with the prima- 
ry disposal of the public Jandy.” 


| He says that the only difference between the two 
bills is the insertion of the word “* African”’ before 
|| the word **slavery” in the bill now under consid- 
|| eration. He then goes on to show that this is the 
‘| only difference between the two propositions, 

| Mr. President, | propose to show that there are 

| palpable errors—to call them by no worse name— 
in this bill. The only difference that Mr. Ritchie 
can perceive between the two bills is that in one 
bill the territorial legislature was prohibited from 
legislating ‘*on the subject of slavery,’’ snd in the 
| other ‘fon the subject of African slavery.”” On 
| looking at the Clayton compromise bili, a true 
| copy of which I have procured from the Secretary, 
| I find that the provision is in these words: 

« But no Jaw shall be passed respecting the prohibition or 
| establishment of Ajrican slavery.” 

The Clayton compromise bill was reported in 
language identical to that of the bill now under 
consideration. The Senate, ineluding myself among 
| others, was dissatisfied with this identical lan- 
| guage, which Mr. Ritchie has fallen so deeply in 
| love with, A majority of the Senate, being dis- 
| satisfied with the language of that bill as reported, 
| struck it out, and inserted what | have just read 

to the Senate. Mr. Ritchie did not then under- 
| take to denounce the whole Senate for thus amend- 
| ing the bill. He did not then perceive that the 

Senate had done wrong. He did not then com- 
| plain of the action of the Senate; but now, sir, he 


| complains most lustily, and be gives us what he | 


calls a true record, when it turns out that he has 
not examined the record, or, if he has examined 
il, that he has given a false or untrue account of it. 

Mr. Ritchie, at his own pleasure, assigns rea- 
sons for the conduct of gentlémen who have acted 
with me in opposition to this bill. [ would repeat 
that, so far as 1 am individually concerned, the 
reasons assigned by him are untrue, and have not 
the semblance of truth to sustain them. 
the amendment of the Senator from Mississippi as 
a great improvement of the bill; but my vote shall 
not depend upon the adoption of that amendment, 
hecause if it be rejected antl other important 

amendments be made, | shall vote for the bill, 

But, sir, Mr. Ritchie proceeds in his article and 
says: 

« This is li tory, for it is derived from the publie records; 
| and yet, strange to ray, some of the gentlemen who, less 
than two years ago, sustained the Clayton compromise, and 
denounced before their southern constitue ncies hose who 
defeated that compromise, are now moving heaven and 
earth to defeat an adjastment, giving, as their principal 
reason, a clause identical with the simiiar clause of the Clavton 
| compromise. Tuking ali these things into consideration, what 

are we lo think? The friends of the proposed adjustment 
| have expressty told its enemies from the South, that they 
| were willing t> strike out the feature tonching slavery, 
|| which some gentlemen from the South (who had voted for 
| the same feature in the Clayton compromise) objected to, 
| and that they were willing to remove their new-found ob- 
jections, by admitting Mr. Pratt's amendment. But even 
| that has not preved satisfactory. Jt is all a mystery—all a 
mystery — which «arrays southern State-rights men in the Senate 
side by side with Messrs. Hale, Chase, and Seward, under the 
| teal of Colonel Benton, and arrays southern State-rights 
men in the House of Representatives by the side of Root, 
Wentworth, Wilmot, and Horace Mann, under the lead of 
|) Joshua R. Giddings.” 
| Sir, it isnot trove, either, that we are attempting 
to move heaven and earth. We are not so vain, 
‘or so wicked as to attempt either. How Mr. 
_ Ritchie should ascertain that | was opposed to the 
bill, isa matter wholly unknown to me, Certainly 
| I made no speech here against it; certainly | have 
not heretofore expressed my opposition to it, in 
the course of this debate. | have never hefore 
opened my mouth in relation to the subject, ex- 
cept in relation to the report of the Committee of 
| Thirteen, which constitutes no part of the bill. 
Yet Mr. Ritchie assumes to assign for my - 
sition a reason which I repudiated, and which 
‘| | shall show to be untrue. The article then 
|| proceeds to say, ‘ taking all these things into can- 
, sideration, what are we to think? I think it isa 
pretty hard question to answer, what we are to 
| think, when we look to the gross m 
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| tions and false record presented to the country, of 
| the reasons assumed by him for others, Which 
|| reasons are not true. | think, sir, we mich: well 
l exclaim, in his own language, ** that in view of all 
| these things, what are we to think?” [Lauzhte 
He then goes on to say: ome 
“ Ttis alia mystery—all a mystery—which arrays south, 
ern State-rights men in the Senate side by side with Mesiny. 
| Hale, Chase, and Seward, under the lead of Col. Bouton.» 
| Well, Mr. President, I should regard it as a ver 
great mystery if I were to be thus arrayed. 4; 
|| Ritchie seems to have forgotten that ‘those wh, 
| live in glass houses ought wot to throw stones» 


| Where does he stand? Where is he now to be 


j 
} 


| found? Where is he who arraigns me and others 
| for the company in which we find ourselves; 
| Why, sir, he is not side by side with the distin. 
|| guished Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,) and 
|| the distinguished Senator from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Weesrer,] for they would not let him stand 
|, there, but he is attempting to hang on to their coat. 
|| tails, [Laughter.] He has forgotten his old no. 
|| sition.. He has left his old friends. He, too, is 
|| fourd in strange company, and advocating ani 
supporting strange doctrines. Before, therefore, 
he undertakes to reprimand others, he had beter 
|| look a little at horre, and see how he stands in re. 
! lation to his own course. But, sir, if 1 am to be 
| found at all with the company here mentioned, jt 
|| will be only in a single and solitary vote; and, 
| after that vote shall have been given, we shal 
| stand as wide apart as the poles. «How long is jt 
| since Mr. Ritchie was rallying and fighting under 
| the banner of the Senator from Missouri, (Mr, 
| Bentron?] How long since he abandoned his 
| company? How long since he cominenced de- 
| nouncing him? How long has it been discovered 
to be unpardonable to be found in company with 
| the Senator from Missouri, {Mr. Benton‘} Very 
|| recently, { take it; for I have heard that Mr. Ritchie 
| would not publish, until very recently, extracts 
| from papers in Missouri disapproving of the course 
| of the Senator from Missouri. Nothing of the 
| kind could ever find its way into Mr. Ritchie's 
| paper until very recently, when he found it was 
| expedient to denounce that Senator; and, since 
| that time, he has even denounced othera if they 
| gave a solitary vote with him. Does he not know 
|| that Mr. Bewrow approves every word in this bill, 
and would support every provision of the bill if 
| presented as separate measures, and that he only 





| objects because they are blended in one bill? So 
| that, in substance and measures, Mr. Ritchie is 
| acting with Col. Benton, while I, for the sake of 
| principle, am fighting them both. He denounces 
| me for voting with Col. Berton. 

In relation to those other gentlemen enumerated 
| here with whom it is alledged I stand side by side, 
| I deny it; l repudiate them. 1 have one declaration 
| to make to Mr. Ritchie and to the country, and | 
| hope that my constituents will read it and ponder 
| over it, and if it is unworthy of their representative 
| they will repudiate me. 1! stand here to advocate 

and defend their rights, and in the examination of 
great measures and great principles, £ am not to be 
induced to vote ina particular way because that 
would bring me in company with particular gen- 
tlemen. Lam not one of those who would vote 
against a bill because certain other gentlemen chose 
to vote for it. I would rather act with Satan himeelf, 
and be right, than act with the best man that ever 
lived and be wrong. 1 shall examine all measures 
submitted for my action in this body on their own 
merits, and I shall cast my vote according to my 
| judgment of the merits of every measure, without 
looking te see who votes for it or who votes 
inst ik. Mr. Ritchie may not be able to appre- 
ciate this, or he may think the people of the coun- 
try 80 remarkably stupid and ignorant that they 
can be rallied for or against a measuse on account 
of the men who vote for or against it. Sir, he is 
mistaken. He underrates the intelligence of the 
penple, who look at these measures for themselves. 
he people will form their opinions for them- 
selves; and no matter who votes for or against, 
they will never fail to use effort to prevent 
the passage of an obnoxious or st law, or to 
secure the passage of a beneficial and just one. | 
Mr. President, | have now answered the main 
points in the charge of Mr. Ritchie against me and 
others, and have answered them truly, at all 
events. | am willing to go before the country 
with my response. I would ae that this is 
the only mode by which anything favoring the 
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ition which Land those who get with me oc- \| Mr. TURNEY.. 1 do nat know exactly what || be kept under it, it will come into the Union aaa 
ed In other words, the || the. Se # by inflexible opposition. | || slave State. We know that, and we know furthe 
eupy can go to the country. _ er other wor Sy jy & nator mean y x ppesition,. I ave State. e Pnow that, an we know further, 
only mode by which anything in opposition to teally do not know how to discuss the merits of a | from the signs of the times, that if this part of the 
this measure can reach the people is by a speech || bill not before us. 1 will not diseuss the meriis of || territory of Texas be taken from her, and pat 
delivered on this floor. Every press, excepting i the bill as it may be after it shall have been | under the territorial form of government, it is des- 
the Republic—and that, I believe, stands neutral | amended, butas it is now. How are we to dis- || tined to come into the Union asa free State. There 
on this question—every press, or the two promi- | cuss what the bill will be after it shall have been | is the power tq accomplish it, Lf the southern 
nent presses, are Out In favor of this measure. || amended, when we do not know how it will be | bonndary of California be reduced to the line of 
All three were in favor of it at one time. This I amended? | was not speaking of the conduct of 36° 30’, territory enough will be left south of that 
paper of Me. Ritehie particularly has become very | Senators at all. I wasspeaking of the course of | line to form one State at least, with an equal chance 
warm and zealous for it, and has even denounced | this high-priest, or rather of this man who would | Of making it a slave State, which ig all that the 
southern Democrats who find fault with it, and | be high-priest of the Democratic party. He seems || South can ask or demand, There is not a south. 
undertakes to read them out of the party, because || to speak, or assumes to apeak, by authority; and || ern man who would demand to the letter the con- 
they will not blindly support a measure which their | that authority is that no amendment will be made. | stitutional rightsof the South. | defy Me. Richie, 
indgments condemn. How stands this matter? || He has denounced us because we want amend- | | defy any one else, to designate a soliiary man in 
What is the relative strength of the bill with the | ments to this bill. We are denounced because we | the South who demands his full share of cons(itu- 
southern Democracy of this body? According to will not vote for this bill unless it be amended, not || tional right. If the South were to demand that, 
my estimate there can be found but five southern | because we are not in favor of passing some bill. || they would not only demand that the Wilmot pro- 
Democrats in favor of it. There are certainly | We are denounced because we do not take this || viso should not be spread over the territories, but 
eleven opposed to it. And while there are eleven bill as it is, as it comes from the hands of the com- || they would require that any obstruction, any diffi- 
against and five for the position of Mr. Ritchie, he || mittee. That is what we are denounced for. {t |) culties, growing out of any doubt in relation to the 
undertakes to denounce the eleven, and read them || was to that point, and to that point alone, that t laws of Mexico, ought to be removed at once, and 
put of the party. was calling the attention of the Senate and of the || that the right to carry slaves into the territeries 
Mr. FOUTE. Will the honorable Senator al- | country. I am anxious to vote for the settlement || should be recognized by this Government. They 
low me for a moment? -and adjuatment of the whole question, and am would (lo this, ® they demanded all their consti. 
Mr. TURNEY. Certainly. anxious to vote for this bill, if it be amended soas | tutional rights as equal citizens of this Union. 
Mr. FOOTE. If 1 understand their position, | to make itacceptableto me. | have written levers || undertake to say, therefore, that Me. Ritchie he- 
not one of the honorable Senators from the South, | home to this effect. 1 have gone so far as to ex- || no right to read two-thirds of the Democratic party 
to whom allusion has been made, has declared | press the hope that amendments would be made || of the South out of that party for differing with 
himself to be entirely opposed to this measure. which would enable me, and all other true men of || him, and for maintaining the mghts of the South. 
They were all very particular in declaring that if |) the South, to give this bill our hearty support. | || | beliewe that the Democratic party are governed 
certain amendments were made they would favor || have expressed this hope in letters to my con- | by democratic republican doctrines. We might 
the measure. I now beg leave to say to the hon- || stituents. I did not eharge any one here witha | have a right to turn Mr. Ritchie out, but he has 
oravle Senator that, so far as Lam concerned, lam || desire to defeat amendments. | am willing to be- || none to expel us. I shall, therefore, still regard 
in favor of amendments, and have been from the || lieve, and hope, that a majority will be found in || myself as belonging to the Democratic party, and 
beginning of this controversy down to the present || favor of placing the bill in a shape to make it ac- || shall continue to act with it, regardless of Me, 
moment. If reasonable amendments be made, I || ceptable to the southern people; but whether the || Ritchie. 1 will conclude, by saying, that | hope 
hope there will not be the least difference between || friends of the bill will permit it to be so amended, ‘| and trast the time is not far distant when there 
the different Democratic Senators from the South || time alone will show. What, let me ask, is the , will be a press in the city of Washington that 
on this measure. If the honorable Senator from || great Lone of contention? What do the southern || will do some little justice to the people of the 
Louisiana [Mr. Soute] was correctly understood people desire ?—I mean those of them that act with | South, and will appeal to the countsy in their bee 
tie other day, Fe was very far from being opposed || me, and entertain my opinions. 1s there any man || half, " 
t> this measure fote calo, but declared himself to || in the South, to be found anywhere, call him a | Mr. FOOTE. I do not rise to address the Sen- 
be in favor of it if certain amendments were made. || Calhounist, call him a disunionist, or any other | ate at any length, as | am exceedingly anxious 
I do not believe that there is one man on this side || opprobrious term, if you choose—I challenge Mr. || that we should proceed to the vote without delay; 
of the house who will not support this measure in || Ritchie, and others who take his position, to point || nor shall | enter at all into the general metita of 
ihe event of such amendments being made as will || me to a solitary man who acts with me, who de- | the pending controversy. But I feel bound to say 
render it acceptabie to all. || mands for the South any more than the Constitu- | a few words in vindication of Mr, Ritchie, who 
Mr. TURNEY. Mr. President, I really do || tion guaranties. Is there amy man that demands || is, as we all know, so eminently able to defend 
not see the point of the explanation, neither can | || for the South more than equality with the people || himself as to most of the allegations which have 
conceive why it was necessary to interrupt me in | of the North? Has any southern man proposed || been made against him. | will say to the Sermtor 
order to make the explanation. I was speaking || to exclude the northern people from migrating to || from Tennessee, in response to one of the last of 
of Mr. Ritchie’s article against me and others. || the territories? Has any such idea as that been || his remarks, that he need be under ho apprehen- 
Mr. FOOTE. Did you not speak of Senators || advanced or advocated by the southern people? | sion of being read out of the Democratic party by 
from the South ? |, No, sir; far from it. All they ask, and all they || Mr. Ritchie. Mr. Ritchie bas never undertaken 
Mr. TURNEY. 1 spoke of Senators from the || ever have asked, is their constitutional rights; that || to do it, nor thought of doing it. The honorable 
South with a view only to show the number for || they shall be permitted to enter the territories with || Senator has made a great mistake in regard to the 
and against the bill, and I repeated at least half a || their property, upon an equal footing ant with || character of the measure before this body, It 
dozen times that | would be satisfied with the bill || equal rights with their brethren of the free States. || happens not to be a party measure at all. It 
if certain amendments be made. 1 have gone || This is all they ask. They ask no more than | chances to be a measure above party, and in re- 
further. I have gone on to show that, even if || that. And anybody who supposes that the South | lation to which it is the duty of all patriots to co- 
this amendment of the Senator from Mississippi || will submit toanything less, greatly under-estimates || operate and unite, This is the opinion, I well 
[Mr. Davis] be rejected, yet if other important || the people of the South. They claim to be free- | know, of Mr. Ritchie. He attempts to read no 
amendments be made I shall vote for the bill. 1 || men, and they claim that the Constitution was as || man out of the Democratic party in connection 
want to know who are the friends of the bill and || much made for them as for the people of the North. || with this measure. He does not treat it asa party 
who are not. When we speak of a bill, we speak | But Mr. Ritchie says that the integrity and na- || measure. He would scorn to speak or write of it 
not of a bill as it may be amended, but as it ison | tionality of the Demwveratic party must be pre- | asa party measure, — He looks upon it as a great 
the table. [| would say that there is not a man in || served, and it can only be preserved by a total || measure of conciliation and adjustment, in rela- 
America who would oppose this bill if it should || sacrifice of all these rights of the southern people. || tion to which all patriots, wherever located, or 
be so amended as to suit his conveniences and || And because I, for one, will not agree to this sacri- || however associated politically, are bound to unite, 











views; not one. When I speak of this bill, | || fice, does he hold me up and denounce me. ‘| and in support of which the whole country, wish 
speak of it as it is, not of it as it may Le amended | Now, | ask what Senators mean when they talk | slight and most lamentable exceptions, concurs. 
or changed, for then it may become an entire new | to you of extreme South and of extreme southern || Mr. TURNEY. | have only to inquire, that if 


bill, men? Will gentlemen point me to any unreason- || Mr. Ritchie does net regard it as a party measure, 
Mr. FOOTE. I am sorry to be under the } able demand made by southerm men? The Con- | why does he denounce only the Democratic Sena- 
necessity of interrupting the honorable genueman | stitution of the country makes them equal to the | tors who oppose it, whilst he makes ne comment 
again. Does the honorable Senator from Ten- || North,and they would be degraded and disgraced, || on the course of other gentlemen who do nut sup- 
nessee wish to be understood as declaring that, in | were they’to consent to be anything less, 1 hope | port the measure? I think the Senator from Mis- 
his opinion, any friend of this biil has opposed || they will never consent to surrender any portion || sissippi cannot have read the article. 
reasonable amendments? Does he not know, does || of their constitutional rights, _ || Mr. FOOTE. I have read the whole of the 
not the country know, that the honorable chair-|| Mr. Ritchie has taken occasion, also, to de- || article, and | beg leave to say that the Senator's 
man of the committee of thirteen, in the beginning, | nounce the Missouri compromise line. He de- || course in reference to this matter appears to me to 
and ever since, has offered no opposition to rea- | nounces it, and denounees all those who advocate { be somewhat inconsistent. He firat charges Mr, 
sonable amendments? Has not the honorable | it. Why, sir, Mr. Ritchie has gone for north of | Ritchie with being the advocate and the editorial 
Senator,from Michigan [Mr. Cass] pursued the | 36° 30’ himself. Reduce California to the line of || champion of the distinguished Senator from Ken- 
same course? Have we not all done so? Have | 36° 30’; ran the line through Texas; compensate || tacky, [Mr. Cuax,] whose party position is per- 
not those of us who are in favor of the measure || Texas for whatever you may purchase of her ter- | fectly well known to be adverse to that of Mr, 
expected and desired that modifications would be \ ritory, and then organize territorial governments || Ritchie; and, after so doing, he alleges that Mr, 
made? Several, including myself, have declared | founded upon the non-intervention docirine, and | | Ritchie is endeavoring to read gentlemen out of 
their determination, at a seasonable time, to offer | will vote for the bill, Will we gain nothing by || the Democratic party because they do not support 
amendments. I understand, then, from the in- } that? We know that we will gain at least two || this measure. This charge of not being a true 
dications around me, that there will be no opposi- | southern States in Texas. There will be no dis- | and loyal Democrat, because of not following the 
tion to the bill, of an inflexible character, if it be | puce in relation to that. If that part of the terri- || lead of the most distinguished W hig io the Union, 
properly amended. | tory of Texas remain under a slave constitution, 1 appears to my apprehension to involve something 
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ia founded in en error. 


eognise the measure before us asa party measure, | 
and has so over and over declared; but as a great | 
measure far above all mere party considerations. | 
[Mr. Kune,] | 


| 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
called the Senator to order for irrelevancy. 

Mr. FOOTE. I simply wizh to defend my ven- 
erable editorial friend, who has been very unkindly 
assailed. Lam not going into the merits of the 
controversy between Mr. Ritchie and these gentle- 
men. 


patriotism, inflexible regard for principle, and a 


thousand high moral qualities, had, in earlier and | 
purer times, secured to him the friendship and es- || 
adison, | 


teem of such personages as Jefferson, 
and other great and good men, now no longer upon 


earth—a man who, | venture to predict, will descend || 
to posterity as one worthy to be honestly remem- | 


bered, when all the accusations o 


he present time 
shall have been disregarded and forgotten. 


To 


illustrate what { am now saying, and to show how | 
little danger there is of Mr. Ritchie’s suffering se- || 
rious detriment from the decrial now in progress, | 


I will violate in some degree the secrecy of private 


intercourse, and mention that I have learned within || 


a few days past that the present distinguished Gov- 


ernor of the Old Dominion was, not long since, || 
heard to say that he regarded the present position || 


of the venerable editor of the Union as one of more 


honor than any which he has ever heretofore held; | 
and I know that a similar sentiment is most widely || 


entertained by many of the most renowned states- 
men and patriots to be found in the Republic. 


Sustained, confided in, and defended by such || 


friends, he need dread no assailment that is threat- 


ened here or elsewhere, whether by speech or | 


pen. 


sion to be ont of order. 


Mr. TOURNEY. If Mr. Ritchie does not re- 


eer thie as a party measure, | repeat, why does | 


denounce only the Democrats who are opposed 
to it?) There is not a word said against other 
Senators. Not a whisper. 


Mr. Ritchie’s character may be. He may stand 


very high with the Governor of Virginia, but it is | 
nevertheless very certain that he has given a false | 
I have taken occasion to | 
speak of these matters here in vindication of my- | 
it was my right, and I chose to exercise || 


account of the record. 


self, 


|| sumption. 
No doubt Mr. Ritchie is perfectly prepared | 
to meet them upon all the points involved, in a | 
manner entirely satisfactory to the country; but I | 
did not feel at liberty to remain entirely silent 

whilst a violent assault was being made upon the | 
sensibilities and character of a man whose wisdom, || 





| whatsoever. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER stated the discus- | 


I do not care what | 





that right. 


Mr. WALKER suggested whether it would not | 
he in order to refer the matter relating to Mr. | 


Ritchi: to the Committee on Printing? [Laughter.] | 
| Underwood—25. 


Mr. WHITCOMB also addressed the Senate 
for an hour. A report of this speech will be pub- 


lished in the Appendix. } 
Mr. DICKINSON. I have but a word to say. || 
It has seemed to me from the beginning that an || 


undue consequence has been given to the section | 


under consideration, and to both the amendments 
proposed to it. favo 
which prohibits legislation in respect to African 


siavery, and shall vote to strike it out, but I ehall || 
or the bill if it is retained, because I deem | 


vote 
the measure of so much consequence that [| will 


not be turned from its support by details of minor || 


importance of which | do not approve. The Sen- | 
ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] notwithstand- | 
ing the bill authorizes the territorial legislature to | 
act upon all “ rightful subjects of legislation,’’ be- | 
lieves that certain police legislation, which he 

thinks may become necessary, may, by a strict 

construction of the section, be prohibited, and has | 
proposed an amendment providing that nothing | 
contained in that section shail be construed to pre- | 
vent proper legislation for the protection of every 
species of property there, or which may be carried | 
there in conformity with the Constitution and laws | 
of the United States. [ suppose this amendment | 
cannot be necessary under any view of the case, | 
since rightful sub of legislation are provided | 


for; but the Senator thinks it is, and I see no par- 


ticular harm in it except that it makes provision | 
for cases already suffictently provided for. 
Senator from 


the amendment of the Senator 


| 





I do not favor the original section, | 
| 
| 


The | 
o (Mr. Cuase] then, to guard | 
against any inference which may be drawn from | 
m Mississippi |) lows: 
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like a gross confusion of ideas. This whoie notion | 
Mr. Ritchie does not re 


authorizing slavery, proposes to add a further pro- 
viso, that nothing therein. contained shall be con- 
strued to authorize slavery, &c. This is not, as 
has been supposed by some, the ordinance of 1787 
over again, but merely rebuts any inference au- 
thorizing slavery which the Senator thinks may 
be drawn from the amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi. As, however, no such authority is 
there or can be put there, by construction, there 
ean be no provision necessary to rebut such pre- 
Besides, as this is a proviso to a pro- 
viso, if the amendment of the Senator from Missis- 
sippi contains objectionable or doubtful phraseology 
it should be corrected directly, by changing the lan- 


| guage of the amendment, and not by explaining it 
| by a further proviso. If Ll thought the amendment 


of the Senator from Mississippi could possibly be 
construed as is supposed, I would vote to change 


it, but [am sure it cannot, and that no amendment | 


is necessary. 


Now, sir, I wish to say, once for all, that it is | 
nut my intention, either directly or indirectly, to | 
favor, by vo'ce or vote, the extension of slavery or || 
the restriction of slavery, in the territories, by | 
|| Congress, or any interference with the subject | 
Nor am I influenced in this conclu- | 
sion by the local laws of the territory in question, || 
either natural or artificial—the laws of nature or | 
| the laws of man; and, forall the purposes of pres- 
| ent action, | will not inquire what they are in | 
I will stand upon the true princi- | 
ples of non-intervention, in the broadest possible || 
sense, for non-intervention’s sake, to uphold the | 
fundamental principles of freedom, and for no | 
| other reason, and will leave the people of the terri- | 
| tories and of the States to such rights and privi- 


either respect. 


leges as are theirs under the Constitution and laws 


of the United States, without addition to or diminu- | 
| tion from such rights by the action of Congress. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays | 
on the amendment of Mr. Cuase, and resulted as | 


follows: 


YEAS—Mezsrs. Baldwin, 


ham, Walker, Webster, and Whitcomb—25. 
NAYS—Measrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Ber- 
tien, Butler, Cass, Ciay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Lowa, Downs, Foote, Hous- 
ton, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, 


| Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, and Un- 


derwood—30. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


now recurs on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi. 

The yeas and nays having been demanded, and 
ordered on this amendment, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Butier, 
Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, 
Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, 
Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Turney, and 


NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, 


Case, Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachu- | 


setts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Doug- 
las, Feich, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Norris, 
Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Upham, 
Walker, Webster, and Whitecomb—30. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. SEWARD. I now submit the following 
amendment, to be inserted at the thirty-eighth 
section: 

* Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, otherwise 
than by conviction for crime, shail ever be allowed in either 


|, of said Territories of Utah and New Mexico,” 


Mr. HALE. 
that amendment. 

The yeas and riays were ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1am as well pre- 
pared to vote on this amendment now as I ever 
shall bewbut | submit whether, having taken one 
vote on this matter, and some members of the 
Senate being absent, it would not be better to post- 
pone it for the present, and to fix a time at which 
it may be taken? 

Several Senators. 

** Question, question.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from ae make a motion? 

Mr. DAVIS. I merely wished to suggest that 
the question should be postponed. 

Mr. HUNTER and other Senators. 
take a vote, take a vote.” 

Mr. DAVIS. I am content. 

The question on theamendment of Mr. Sewarp 
was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted as fol- 


I call for the yeas and nays on 


** No, no, no,”’ and cries of 


** No, no; 


| 
| slavery.” 
| 


Bradbury, Bright, Chase, || 
Clarke, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, | 
|| Dodge of Wisconsion, Douglas, Felch, Greene, Hale, Ham- | 
|| lin, Miller, Norris, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Up- 


_ June §, 


| YEAS—M Baldwin, Bradbugy, Bright 
} Clarke, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Rieeshomn’ 
|| ms Minter, Norrie: Bewrord: Shicie Sanne Daa: tiem 
| r, 8, Seward, Shields, Smith, U hit. 
i comb and ween : , yan Wie, 
3—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, p. 

|| rien, Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis ’ of Dioslooty > 
_ Dawson, Dickinson, ze of lowa, Downs, Fonte’ 
|, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, Mason ? 
| ’ ’ Morton 
i Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon’ 
|| Turney, Underwood, Webster, and Yulee—33. P 


|p So the amendment was not agreed to. 
| Mr. BERRIEN. I move to strike out in the 
| sixth line of the tenth section the words “ jn re. 
|| spect to,”’ and insert the words “ establishin 
|| prohibiting.”” The section will then read: 


|| But no law shall be passed interferring with the primary 
| as : ory re gph ary 
| disposal of the soil, nor establishing or prohibiting Atricay 


Dayton. 


ig or 


And upon that amendment I ask the yeas and 
nays. ; 

The pene and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to offer an amendment 
to the amendment. After the word ‘ slavery” jp. 
|| sert as follows: 


“That peon slavery is hereby forever abolished in the 
|| said territories.”? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend. 
ment is not now in order. 

The question, being taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Berrien, resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien, Bor. 
| land, Butler, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Mississip si, Dawson 

Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, 
Manguin, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastiay, 
Soulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Webster, and Yu. 
| lee—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradburv, Brigit, 
Cass, Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massaciu- 
setts, Dayton, Dodye of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, 
Feieh, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norris, Seward, 
Shields, Smith, Underwood, Upham, Walker, and Whit- 
|| conmmb—27. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move to amend the tenth 
section by striking out the words ‘in respect to 
African slavery.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. These words 
have already been stricken out and other words 
substituted. . 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Then I move to amend it by 
striking out these words, and also the. words 
which were added, and on that amendment | ask 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. YULEE. 1 have an amendment to offer, 
which 1 think might very properly precede the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Iilinois. 
It is for the prepa of including in the section all 
|| the words of the Clayton compromise bill, which 
|| | presume was intended by the Senator from Geor- 
gia, (Mr. Berrien. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
in order. ; 

Mr. YULEE. My purpose was simply to put 
the section in such a condition as might, perhaps, 
tend to modify the vote to be given on the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Illinois. The 
words | would offer are: 

* And the Constitution and laws of the United States are 
hereby extended over and declared to be in force in said 
territory, =o far as the same may be applicable.” 

Mr. CLAY. There is already a clause in the 
bill to that effect. 

Mr. YULEE. 





It is not now 


j 
| 


| 
I have not been able to find it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The amend- 
ment would not now be in order. 
Mr. HALE. Itis in order to move to amend 
the section, by adding to the -words which have 
already been added by the amendment of the Sen- 





ator from Georgia. I believe an amendment 
which proposes to add, has precedence over one 
which proposes to strike out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the proposi- 
tion is to amend by adding, it has precedence over 
ws Fagg org to amend by striking out. 

r. HALE. Then I propose to amend the sec- 
tion by adding, after the word “ prohibiting,”’ the 
words ** or allowing.’”’ 

Mr. WALKER Mr. President, what has be- 
come of my amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
order. 

Mr. WALKER. I understood tive Chair to 
decide that the amendment of the Senator frum I!- 
linois was out of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair de- 
cided it to be in order. 

Mr. WEBSTER. “I wish to ask the Chair a 
question. | thought the motion of the Senator 


It was out of 








Pon, 


it 
3, 
{. 


ae 





1850. 





Ee nee ee ey a : Lt eee 
from lilinois was merely to strike out, and of + of the amendment. The word “admit” is not | 


course that motion is not capable of being amended 
by a motion to insert. ae) ° 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in order 
to perfect a clause before a motion is put to strike 
an WEBSTER. But it does not come as an 
mendment to the motion to strike out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from New Hampshire proposes to amend that 
clause by inserting certain words. If that should 
be carried, then the question recurs on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Illinois to strike out the | 
whole words. 


Mr. RUSK. 


jam not very conversant with parliamentary rules; 
put it seems to me to be out of order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has 
no difficulty on the subject. The 10th section of 
the bill was amended by striking out the words | 
sin respect to,” and inserting “establishing or 
prohibiting,” so that the clause reads ‘establish- | 
ing or prohibiting African slavery.” In the first | 
place, it is proposed by the Senator from Illinois | 
to strike out all these words; and, in the next | 
place, it is proposed to add to that clause of the | 
bill two other words, *‘or allowing.”” Now, when | 
that amendment prevails—if it shall prevail—then | 
the question comes up upon striking all these | 
words out. 
Mr. PRATT. It occurs to me, Mr. President, | 
that this amendment is out of order, inasmuch as | 
it is precisely, in substance, what the Senate has 
already voted upon in the amendment offered by 


the Senator from New York, and which is the || 


Wilmot proviso. It is, that slavery shall not be 
allowed there. It is the Wilmot proviso, ac- 
cording to my construction of it. 
what we have just voted upon. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is || 


of opinion that the amendment is in order. 
Mr. BUTLER. I would suggest, Mr. Presi- 


dent, that it is out of order, for a still more definite || 


reason than any yet offered; and that reason is, | 
that these words “ or allowed”’ are inconsistent | 
with the other words already there. The legis- | 
lature is restrained from “ establishing or pro- | 


hibiting”’ slavery. Now, these words stand there. || 


An inconsistent and contradictory term is proposed 
tobe inserted. I say it is out of order, because it 
is inconsistent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
question of order raised? 

Mr. HALE. I was going to suggest to the | 
Senator from South Carolina, that if this is a 
question of order, arising out of the consistency 
or inconsistency, congruity or incongruity of the 
amendment, it is one for the Senate to decide, and | 
not the Chair. 


Is there any 


Mr. BUTLER. Perhaps so; but the purpose || 
of my rising was to show that this is an indirect | 


way of reaching what the Senate has directly 
voted upon and negatived. 

Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) That is it, certainly. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to say a single word in 
explanation of this amendment. The bill as it 
now stands, prohibits the territorial legislatures 
from passing any law either to prohibit or to es- 
tablish slavery; but it does not prohibit the legis- 
lature from assuming that slavery is already there 
and going on, and from legislating upon the ad- 
mitted fact that slavery is there already. Now, | 
that is what I want to know, because, if you do 
not adopt this amendment, or some similar pro- 
vision, you do not exactly prohibit them from 
legislating on the subject, because they may say, 
“ We do not prohibit slavery, but,” to use a com- 
mon phrase, “ we take it as a fixed fact per se 
that it is here;”,and they may then go on legis- 
lating upon that admissien. Now, it is to ex- 
clude slavery that this amendment is offered, and 
if | had any doubts heretofore of the propriety of 
such a amendment, these doubts are entirely re- 
moved, 





Mr. FOOTE. It will be recollected that the || 
Senator from Georgia made that motion to intro- | how the section will read when amended, | ask 


duce the word “allowing;” bat I have no doubt 


that when he did so he meant to give to it the | it will stand when amended. 
same meaning which we give to it in common | 
acceptation, namely, * admitting,”’ or “* permit- | 
| 


ting.’ 
Mr. HALE. I wish to remind the Senator from 
Mississippi that he has mistaken the phraseology 


i 


| of Mexico was abolished. 
It is precisely || 





there. It is ‘establish or prohibit.”” 
Mr. FOOTE. In the sense in which we are 
accustomed to use the word ‘* establish”’ it is ‘to 
rmit.”” Now, this term js adopted, and really 
lieving that it is the same as the word the Sena- 


| tor wishes to introduce, | see no necessity for its 
| introduction. 


I think it would give rise to dispute. 
Several Senators. Question! Question! 

Mr. HALE. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. RUSK. I do not wish to detain the Senate 
| for a single moment, but I really must say that if 
| these words are put there it will amount precisely 


I understand this to be an amend- i to what has already been voted down; it will be to 
ment toan amendment which has been adopted. || 


all intents and purposes the Wilmot proviso itself. 
| As the bill now stands it prohibits the territorial 
| legislatures from either establishing or prohibiting 
| slavery in the territories; and if that amendment is 


| adopted they will be prohibited from allowing it. | 


| What does it mean? Why, that they shall take 
| legislative action to prevent it; which is the very 
| question on which there has been so much debate, 
| and is the Wilmot proviso itself. That would be 
the construction placed upon it. It is the very 
| question we have voted upon before. 
| Mr. UNDERWOOD. 
| amendment, as I voted against the amendment of- 
fered by the Senator from Georgia. I mean to 
vote for striking out the entire section, as has been 
| suggested by the Senator from Lilinois, because 1 
look upon it, that to allow the section to remain as 
| it is, is nothing more nor less than to establish the 
| Wilmot proviso. The legislature of the State of 


' Coahuila and Texas abolished slavery, and I pre- | 


sume the legislature of New Mexico did the same 
| thing, after the general legislature of the empire 
I have recently exam- 
ined the constitution of the State of Coahuila, and 
by that constitution they fix a day when all the 


Mexico, although | have not had access to the law 
of New Mexico. 

To sustain the provision as it now is in the bill, 
is to maintain the Wilmot proviso, and it is won- 
derful that the gentlemen from the free States 
should not be content to take it as itis. That is 
my objection to it; and itis based upon the ground 
| that slavery was abolished by State legislation in 
New Mexico, when that territery was part of the 

Mexican confederacy. For that reason I am 
against the whole thing. I make these remarks to 
| show the ground on which I give my vote. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 


} 
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Mr. CHASE. Then I move that these words 
be stricken ont, and | ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. 
Cmase, it was not agreed to. 

Mr. BALDWIN. If it is in order to move to 
amend the words proposed to be stricken out, I 
| will move to add to the words which have been 
| adopted on motion of the Senator from Georgia, 

the following: ‘“‘ But it is hereby intended and de- 
| *clared that the Mexican laws prohibiting slavery 


i| shall remain in force in the territory until they 


| 


I shall vote against this || 


children who may be born in slavery shall be free; || 





| and [ presume that such was the case in New | ; , 
n P || which I think ought to be abolished, and azeinst 


| * shall be altered or repealed by Congress.” | 
wish toamend by adding these words immediately 
after the words “ establishing por prohibiting Af- 
rican slavery.’’ " 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will bea 
| substantive proposition. ‘The Senator can offer it 
| after the pending amendment is disposed of. 
| The question was then taken on the motion of 
| Mr. Dovetas, to strike out the words * nor es- 
| tablishing nor prohibiting African slavery;"? and 
| it resulted as follows : 


| _YEAS—Messrs. Qradbury, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clvy, 
| Cooper, Corwin, ckinson, Dodge of fowa, Douglas 
| Feleh, Greene, Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Norris, Seward, 
Shields, Sturgeon, Underwood, and Upham—-2!. ; 
NAY S— Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, 
Berrien, Borland, Bright, Butler, Clemens, Davis of Misais- 
| sippi, Dawson, Podge of Wisconsin, Downs, Fonte, Hale, 
Houston, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Morton, Pearce, 
Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Spruance, Turney, Walker, 
Webster, Whitcomb, and Yulee—33. 
| Mr. WALKER. I believe my amendment will 
now be in order. I now move to amend the bill 
in the tenth section, by adding, after the word 
| “slavery,” the following words: ‘* And that peon 
slavery is forever abolished and prohibited.”’ 
Mr. HALE, I move toamend that amendment 
| by striking out the word “*peon.”” (Laugier. } 
Mr. WALKER. We have just voted on a 
| proposition in regard to African slavery, and it has 
been rejected. There is a species of slavery there 


which none has been more eloquent in his decia- 
| mation than the honorable Senator from Louisi- 
} ana. It is in regard to this species of slavery that 
| | propose my amendment, and I hope it will be 
| adopted. 
| Mr. BENTON. Theamendment is wel! founded 





| and deserves the attention of the Senate. With 
the view of showing this | will read from an ordi- 
| nance passed at Monterey in relation to peonage: 
| “ That no person whatever #hall from hener forth hire or 
take into bis service any Indian without a certificate “on 
the former employer of that Indian stating that the said 


employer has no ciaims on the services of that Indian for 
wages advaneed.”’ 


of Mr. Hate, and resulted as follows: 


| win, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, 


YEAS—M_»ssrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Chase, Clarke, Cor- It is still stronger if the Spanish, the word 


| a ich i se »” sorre 
Douglas, Fetch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Norris, Sew- | aes wie hia oe employer,’ correspond- 
ard, Shields, Smith, Upham, Walker, ang Whitcomb—21. || '"8 With our words “ master, owner, or propri- 
NAY3S—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Berrien, || etor.”” The ordinance in another clause then goes 





Borland, Bright, Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, || on to say: 
Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Towa, || ,, A ki j g 
Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Mangum, ny person taking into his employment any Indian 


| without such certificate, and advaneing any money or prop- 

| erty to said Indian, shall forfeit any money or property so 

| advanced; and if it should be proved that any Inuien. has 

| been enticed away from the service of his nwater, the per 
son convicted of having so enticed hin shall be liable wa 

eae not exceeding twenty dollars nor less than five dol- 
ars. 


Mason, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, 
Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Webster, and 
Yulee—3i. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now recurs on the motion to strike out the words 
‘*nor establishing nor prohibiting African slavery.’ This ordinance was issued at Monterey on the 

Mr. CASS. I should like the words imme- || lth of January, 1847. The word “ siavery,’’ 
diately preceding the words proposed to be stricken || which is in the amendment offered by the Senator 
out to be read. | from Wisconsin, I do not think is technically eor- 

"The clause was read accordingly. rect. I would suggest that the word “ servitude” 

Mr. HALE. I beg leave to suggest to the || would be more technically correct. 

Chvir that the motion, as | understand it, is to || Mr. WALKER. | accept the suggestion of 








strike out the whole of the clause. the Senator from Missouri. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will Mr. PRATT. kt occurs to me, Mr. President, 
state to tne Senator that it would not be in order || that we have no legislative power to interfere with 
to strike out the words which have*just been || this subject. Slavery either exists thers or it does 
inserte2, except in connection with some other || not. This peonage, to which the amendment of 
words. It is not in order to move to strike out || the Senator from Wisconsin was intended io ap- 
by themselves the words “establishing or prohib- | ply, was servitude existing by virtue of the con- 
iting,’ because they have just been inserted ; but || tract of the individuals. tlere, then, is this ser- 
they may be stricken out in connection with some || vitude existing by the recognized law of that 
| other words. country. Now, what right has Congress to in- 

Mr. DOUGLAS. As there is some doubt as to | terfere with the vested rights of these people, and 

| say that those rights shall not exist which are 

that it may be read as it now stands, and then as | reg by the treaty between this country and 
Mexico? 

The section was accordingly read as desired. But, sir, if this amendment is passed, if slavery 

Mr. CHASE. * 1 would inquire of the Chair F servitade, either in the peo or the negro, is 

















whether it is in 0.-er to amend the section by || abolished there, it must include the obligation on 
striking out the words * or pee African ?”’ || the part of this Government to pay the debt for 
The PRESIDINGOFFICER. It willbein order. || which that servitude was pledged, or the value of 
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the African. alave, if that species of slavery is to 
be abolished, 1 do, therefore, hope that this dis- 
position to offer amendment after amendment, for 
the purpose of Lesting the same question again 
and again, will be resisted by the Senate, and that 
they will be voted down, 

Mr. DAYTON, 
marks which have just fallen from my friend from 
Maryland, and it seems to me that they sbould 
arrest the attention of the Senate. It appears to 
me that we are proposing to interfere with vested 
rights, 80 far as | have any knowledge of this sys- 
tem of peonage. Now, sir, | think that whatever 
we may do as tothe future, we should let the 
present stand, If it is in order now to move to 
amend the amendment of the Senator from Wis- 
conasin, | will move to anend it by adding after the 
words ** peon ‘slavery,’’ the words “‘ growing out 
of or connected with any future contract.’’ | pro- 
pose that as an amendment, and, if it should be 
azreed to, the whole amendment can be voted 
down, if it be deemed necessary. 

Mr. CLEMENS. 1 move that the Senate now 
adjourn. 

Mr. WALKER. Will the S@ator from Ala- 
bama withdraw that motion for one moment, for 
an explanation ? 

Mr. CLEMENS, I withdraw it. 

Mr. WALKER. 1 do not know what the 
Senator from Maryland intended to imply by Sen- 
ators moving the same question again and again, 
but | can assure him that my motive was not to 
reach the question of African slavery umiler this 
guise. I assure the Senator and the country that I 
had no such intention whatever. 

One other observation. 
service, it isa kind of a modified form of imprison- 
ment for debt. Now, we know that the Congress 
of the United States has heretofore abolished the 
system of imprisonment fur debt. In the case of 
these peons they are obliged to work for a certain 
master, to whom they are confined, and imprison- 
ment fur debt is oniy being confined to certain 
limits. Congress has already exercised jurisdic- 


As I understand peon | 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the tariff of 1846. He adveried to what he con- 


| sidered the oppressive effects of this tariff, the 


L feel the full force of the re- | 


tion in abolishing imprisonment for debt, and as | 
we are now legislating for a territory under a doc- | 


trine which has already been decided, | think we || 
However, Lam | 


may clearly exercise this power. 


wiiling to defer to the opinions of these who ere | 


more enlightened on this subject than I am. 
On mouon by Mr. CLEMENS, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuwurspay, June 6, 1850, 


prostrate condiuon of our industrial and manu- 
| facturing interests. Though the Representatives 


|| of Pennsylvania could speak for their own State, he 


| might mention the fact, that the county of Schuyl- 
kill alone had lost about four thousand inhabu- 
ants in one year; the fires of their furnaces were 
being extinguished, and all business was pros 
trate—the only man in the county, fully employed, 
being the sher.ff. The cotton manufacturers ot 
the North were also suffering severely, and com- 
pelled to discharge their operatives by hundreds. 
We had heard «a great deal of the loss of the 
South in their runaway slaves, but he gave it as 
his opinion that the manufacturers of the country, 


every siX montis this tariff continued in operauon, || 
were losing more than enough to pay for all the || 
fugitive slaves which had escaped from their mas- || 


ters since the foundation of the Government. He 
was nota hizh-iariff man, but he favore! sucha 
tariff as would at least allow our industrial inter- 
esis lo survive, 

As he had said, the people with great unanimity 
demanded a moidificauen of the tariff of 1346, and 
that Congress should take action upon the various 
other measuresio which he had alluded. Why,then, 
ha! they failed to act? 
all those great interests ? 


majoruy of Congress were governed by the minor- | 
ity, and that a very small minority, too, of southern | 


| men—less in numver by thousands and hundreds of 


thousands than those represented by the three hun- || 
dred thousand Free-Soulers who atthe late presiden- || 
tial canvass had voted for Mr. Van Buren. Califor- || 
nia had formed a constitution and applied for admis- || 
| sion a8 a State into the Umon; the people were || 
| more unanimously in favor of admitting ber than | 


| they had been in regard to any other public measure 


for the lust twenty years; but this small—and truth || 


required him to add—this tyrannizing minority 


had huherto prevented any action being taken | 


upon this question, which should have been seuled 
months ago. 


| the minority, by facuous opposition, motions to 
them ull midnight, and prevented their taking the 


first vete whieh was necessary. He said tha: 
California, considering her size, might well have 


|| been divided into two States and presented herself 
|| at the deors of Congress with four Representatives 
|| for each House, (instead of two,) and that this 
|, would probably have Leen the case had her people 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
Mr. ROBINSON asked leave to offer a resolu- | 


tion fixing eleven, &. m., as the daily hour of meet- | 


ing, from and after Monday next, unul otherwise || unjust, and unjustifiable proceedmg on the part | 


o:dered by the House, 

Ovjection being made, the resolution was not 
received. 

Mr. OTIS, by unanimous consent, introduced 


the following resolution, which was read and || 


adopted, viz: 


Se ieet, Sree Camuniine on Cutemsen Sa tenrueent |} about the annexation of Texas, and involved the 


tOimquire tty the expecieney of modilying the 18th section 
of the “aet to regulate the collection of the duties on im- 
ports aud tonnage, passed March 2d, 1599,” so as tye allow 


been in favor of slavery and made slave States; 
notwithstanding, comimung here in the humble way 
| in which she had presented herselt, she was to be 
denied admission unless her people would fall 
down and worship slavery. ht wasa bigh-handed, 


of southern members, (who were engaged in 1— 
| 


|| there were some honorable exceptions:) and the 


|| grave responsibility would rest upon them before 


foreign vessels to unload atany port of deliver); and that 


they report by bill or otherwise. 
CALIFORNIA 


the House resolved itself into Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp in || 


the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
California question. 


the country, 
‘He did not wonder at the disappointment of 
| those politicians who,jJhaving planned and brought 


country in a war with Mexico for the great object 
of the extension of slavery—now saw the unex- 
pected result of their measures in the application 


|| of a free State for admission into the Confederacy. 


| But this reason would not justify them for seuing 


On motion by Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, || 


aside all republican principles, and the doctsi ve 
| which they themselves had heretofore avowe'l 
respecting the right of the people for self-govern- 


|| ment. 


_ He proceeded to say, that while he was opposed 


Mr. TUCK (who was entitled to the floor from || to the system of slavery, he had no desire w en- 
yemeruay) addressed the committee during his |} croach upon the rights of the States respecting it; 
sour in remarks of which a more extended report || but whenever it came within his legitimate sphere 


will be published hereafter. 


He remarked, at the | 


of action, he would destroy i. He had notning 


outset, that were Congress ready to perform its || to do with the institution in the States, but when 
legitimate business, he would waive his right to || slavery propagandists sought to array the power 


speak, and not for a moment defer the needed 
legislation of the country, But the House having 
devoted the time until! Tuesday next to this de- 
bate, he desired, briefly, to exprese his views, to 
clear himself of the responsibility of the neglect 
of the business of the country, and to point out 
where it rested, 

‘The people had spoken with great unanimity in 
favor of cheap postage, of river and harbor im- 
provements; of liquidating the just claims of indi- 
viduals upon the Government, and of modifying 


' 


| 
| 


| slave—a human being—must be denied the culti- 


of the General Government in its support and ex- 
tersion, he must resist their efforts, and act in 
accordance with his view of its evils. He sub- 
mitted, as one argument against it which he had 
never heard answered, which he affirmed to be 


a fact, that its opponents unanimously admitted 


that {the education of the slaves was inconsistent 
with the existence of the institution. That the 


vation of his moral, intellectual, and 
faculties, he considered, in the sight of 


God and 


Why had they abandoned | 
‘The reason was, that the | 


It was true they had some months | 
ago undertaken to tuke a preliminary vote, but 


adjourn, cails of the yeas and nays, &c., had kept | 


June 6, 


man, @ conciusive, an unanswerable condemnation 


| of the institution. . 
_ Tt was not his political porntes, nor did he be. 
lieve it was the purpose of any considerable por. 
tion of the people of the North, to abolish sla 
He thought that gentlemen had been misguided 
by the declaration of a gentleman from Pennay). 
| vania, that the North designed, by surround, 
| Slavery with a cordon of free States, to abolish jt 
It was no part of their political parpose to abolish 
|| it; the Representatives of the North sought onl 
te do their legitimate duty; while they ad mitied 
| that they had no power to abolish it in the State 
they contended that the South had no right to ex. 
| tend it by the power of the General Government, 
|| The people of California, for themselves, had gep 
tled the question, and Congress shoul not inter. 
fere with it, but receive her as a State into the 
Union. 
| With reference to the application of the Wilmot 
| proviso to the territories, premising that he had 
|| never been able to see its injustice, he proceeded 
| to say, that it did not affect the South more than 
the North; it operated upon those alone who went 
to the territories—and he mentioned, as a fact hu. 
| miliating to the North, that northern, equally with 
| southern immigrants, were disposed to hold slaves 
| in the territories if slavery were tolerated. He 
|| did not pretend that the people of the North were 
| better than those of the South, human nature wag 
the same in both sections. The South, then, had 
no especial ground of complaint—the proviso o 
|| erated equally upor all parts of the country. He 
disavowed any hostility to the South, but adyo- 
| cated the exclusion of slavery from the territories, 
on the ground that it was a blight wherever it en. 
tered. He was not certain that the Wilmot pro- 
| viso was absolutely necessary to exclude slavery 
| —-he thought nobody was certain; but he thought 
| it should be passed to prevent any possibility of 
|| slavery finding its way to the new territories. In 
| this matter he was wiiling to trust nothing to Prov. 
‘| idence, without taking all possible precautionary 
| measures. But he advocated the proviso, in order 
to place upon the records of Congress, that if any 
| new conquests were made, the trrritory shquld 
come in free. In this respect, perhaps more than 
| any other, he considered the proviso important, 
| Inreply to the argument against the proviso, 
| that the South is entitled to her full share in the 
common acquisitions of the country, he said that 
| 
| 
| 








dition to the slave States of the magnificent domain 
of Texas. 

He proceeded to state some of his ob‘ections to 
the compromise plan of the Senate—a plan which, 
he said, was odious to the whole people, which this 
House would have rejected any day during the 
session, could they have had a chance to strike 
the how. But it had been kept back by those 
who well understood management, and the attempt 
was made to manufaciure public opinion, and 
render this ‘* compromise’’ palatable to the people; 
a ** compromise” brought forward by men whose 
whole lives -had been nothing but compromise— 
who magnified the evils of the day, and themselves 
assumed to invent spccifics to remedy them! 
He was, at times, almost disposed to pray that 
the country might be delivered from the control 
of those men of uncommon sense; and that it 
might be left to pursue its peaceful and prosperous 
course, under the guidance of men of sound, pa- 
triotic common sense. A Senator from Missis- 
sippi had set himself up to be written to, and let- 
ters in favor of this scheme, written by broken- 
down, thread-bare politicians were, from time 
tume, being published in the “ Union”’ of this city. 
They deaerved to be noticed, side by side, with 
|| certificates of quack medicines—a very similar 
| mode of reaching the public, and perhaps sug- 

gested by that system of adverfisements. This 
** compromise’? was urged upon the false pretence, 
that the country was distracted, bleeding at ever 
pore, and suffering under *‘ five mortal wounds. 
There was ale a boy in the gallery but mast 
have laughed to hear such a declarative fall from 
an honorable Senator. The distraction in the 
country was caused, in a great degree, by the men 
who so loudly proclaimed it: the greatest | 
to healing ali our ** wounds,”’ was to be found in 
those quack doctors, who were determined that 
they never should be healed, except by their owa 
nostrums—in other words, that the difficultics 
| should not be removed if they could not make 


she had already had “ the lion’s share,”’ in the ad- 
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